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BY CRAIG W. ANDERSON

Dairy producers in San Joaquin 
County and California must work 
under the most severe environ-

mental regulations in the nation and un-
doubtedly the world while complying with 
laws and regulations from the California 
Porter Cologne Water Quality Control Act, 
federal Safe Drinking Water Act, federal 
Clean Water Act, California Fish and Game 
Code, California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) and the federal Coastal Zone 
Management Act.

“Regulations are here to stay and we 
have to deal with them,” said Henry Van 
de Pol, Escalon dairy farmer and SJFB 
board member. “They add to the operat-
ing costs and it’s hard to spend money on 
regulatory compliance when you’re not 
making money.”

JUNE IS DAIRY MONTH

He also said, “With programs like the 
Dairy Quality Assurance Program the in-
dustry’s able to better cope with regulations 
as long as they’re science based.”
Complicated compliance

That’s a complicated and heavy burden 
for the state’s $8 billion dairy industry, 
the nation’s leader, which produced 41.5 
billion pounds of  milk – about 4.8 billion 
gallons – in 2011, 21 percent of  the nation’s 
milk supply which exceeds the combined 
production of  39.4 billion pounds from 
Wisconsin and Idaho.

Maintaining compliance is challeng-
ing but the regulations have maintained 
the dairy industry in essentially the same 
regulatory situation over the last few years, 
according to Michael Marsh, CEO of  
Modesto-based Western United Dairymen. 

BY KEVIN SWARTZENDRUBER

The San Joaquin Farm Bureau 
Federation held its 99th Annual 
Meeting on May 10 in Stockton 

discussing major issues that impact ag-
riculture, inducting new SJFB officers 
and board members, and awarding 
thousands of  dollars to area students 
through the SJFB Foundation’s Scholar-
ship program.

Jack Hamm was inducted as the new 
SJFB president as Bruce Fry became 
past president.

Fry outlined the “plethora of  is-
sues” that Farm Bureau dealt with this 
past year, including the General Plan 
Update, San Joaquin River Wildlife 
Refuge expansion, Winery Ordinance 
rewrite, labor issues, Farm Bill, bills in 
Sacramento that are hard on ag, solar 
facilities, Forward Landfill expansion, 
endorsements of  candidates, CalTrans 
Highway closures, PG&E gas pipeline 
replacement, Siskiyou County lawsuit 

against the Department of  Fish & Game 
on the 1602 permit, dealing with pests in 
the county, and of  course, the proposed 
tunnels to divert water from the Delta to 
Southern California.

Fry said he was proud of  the estate 
tax policy change he brought forward at 
the California Farm Bureau Federation 
Annual Meeting, and the policy was 
added to the AFBF platform. “My pas-
sion was the estate tax because it affects 
my family,” he said.  “It’s at $5 million, 
but in my opinion it needs to disappear. 
It’s double taxation.”

California State Sen. Cathleen Gal-
giani, who was elected to the Senate in 
2012 representing the 5th District, was 
the first guest speaker on the agenda. 
As chair of  the Senate Agriculture 
Committee, she outlined the challenges 
agriculture faced this year.

“We lost approximately 400 dairies 
over the last five year, and 1,500 remain 
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BY BRUCE BLODGETT
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I don’t even know how many of  you 
remember how the Delta Protection 
Commission was formed (outside of  

our Delta members of  course). This hap-
pened when the Delta Protection Act of  
1992 was passed by the Legislature and 
signed into law by then Gov. Pete Wilson.

We worked long and hard on this legisla-
tion and ultimately, ended up supporting 
the bill when it reached the governor’s desk. 
Sen. Pat Johnston was the key author, but 
so many people played an important role 
including our Delta members.

There were countless meetings at the 
Roberts Union Farm Center and other 
locations spread throughout the five Delta 
counties. I know this, because I attended 
each one of  them as the program direc-
tor for the San Joaquin Farm Bureau 
Federation. 

At the end of  the process, we ended 
with an entity that more closely resembled 
the concerns of  the local communities than 
the state agencies. We believed in the begin-
ning that the commission was too heavily 
weighted with state agencies. Seeking bal-
ance, we worked with the author to add lo-
cal city officials, boards of  supervisors and 
most importantly, the reclamation districts.

The next area of  concern was language 
that would have the commission “immers-
ing” themselves in the water issues of  our 
state. Again, we were successful in having 

On May 10, 2013, the gavel of  the 
San Joaquin Farm Bureau was 
passed on like it has so many 

times over the past 100 years. It is my 
honor to accept the gavel being the new 
president. I consider this a great honor, 
and I am ready and willing to accept my 
new responsibilities. 

At this time I would like to thank our 
past president, Bruce Fry, for all of  his 
time and effort over the past two years. 
Bruce did an outstanding job serving as 
our president and he will be a hard act to 
follow. I would also like to thank his family 
for all of  their effort and support. While 
Bruce was attending “only one meeting 
a month,” his family was putting in the 
extra hours to make things at home run 
smooth. 

Now it is time to move forward. For 
those who don’t know me I would like 

that language stricken as we believed it 
would be a step to alter water management 
both inside and out of  the Delta.

This leads us to May 23, 2013, and the 
commission’s discussion on the BDCP. 
This was a positive step as the BDCP will 
not only impact the water needs of  the 
Delta communities and agriculture, but 
most importantly, the one key component 
of  the Delta Protection Act, the land use 
of  the Delta. So far, we are looking at 
more than 100,000 acres of  Delta land be-
ing converted to habitat to assist aquatic 
species. When you add to this, the yet-to-
be-determined impacts to other species, 
we can expect even greater impacts to our 
communities and our agricultural resources. 
Oh, and then there is the water that will be 
taken from the Delta.

During the several hour meeting that 
included the earthquake shaking the Court-

to introduce myself  and family. I am Jack 
Hamm and, with my wife is Pati, we have 
a son Michael, daughter Jennifer and a 
granddaughter Hannah. Together we man-
age our family dairy and farm in Lodi. We 
are lucky to be the third generation to do 
so. My mother-in-law Helen Lima is the 
matriarch of  our operation. 

This coming year looks to present SJFB 
and agriculture with many challenges. The 
regulations do not seem to stop coming 
and truthfully we in the SJFB cannot stop 
most of  them. My hope is we can give you 
a voice in making them more workable and 
provide training to you or your employees. 
Our members in SJFB play a very important 
role in providing the voice of  agriculture 
in San Joaquin County. The more people 
we have educating the community about 
agriculture the stronger our positions will 
be. Please feel free to contact me or our 

staff  any time if  you have issues that you 
believe SJFB needs to be involved in.  

The other area that hurts agriculture 
the most is the attacks on our water rights. 
SJFB always has and always will continue to 
fight for our Delta growers. I believe that 
if  the Delta is lost the water grabbers will 
look to our rivers and irrigation districts 
for more water. We must continue to work 
closely with our local elected officials on 
this issue. 

The San Joaquin County Fair is coming 
up and hopefully we can all make time to 
go and see the 4-H and FFA exhibits. Our 
youth needs the support of  agriculture 
behind them. These youth are our future 
leaders in the community.

In closing my first article, I would like 
to remind all of  you that June is dairy 
month… so buy an extra gallon of  milk 
or ice cream!

land auditorium, the commission heard 
reports of  several other water “plans” for 
the Delta. While some of  the “interests” 
pushing those plans tried to shoot holes in 
other options, what was good to see is there 
are other options for getting water moving 
south in a manner that lessens the impact 
and also means that our water users south 
will become less reliant on the Delta at times 
where water flows are critical in the Delta.

From a pure policy standpoint, a plan 
to create reservoirs and a “Western Delta 
Intake” seem to make the most sense on 
the surface, but it is not without issues 
including an unknown amount of  habitat 
that would be required and an addition to 
the project that would allow water to be 
recirculated into the South Delta to finally 
address the water quality issues that have 
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New officer team ready to tackle issues
BY LISA MARIA BOYLES

The top leaders of  the San Joaquin 
Farm Bureau Federation speak with 
a unified voice when it comes to 

identifying the main issues facing agricul-
ture today – water and regulation.

Water and water rights are universal, 
something all farmers and ranchers face, 
said dairy farmer Jack Hamm.

“Everybody’s going to have their issues, 
but the one that every farmer is going to be 
affected by is water, the availability of  water, 
water rights, being able to have a dependable, 
consistent supply of  water,” said Hamm, 
new SJFB president. “That’s issue No. 1.” 

“Issue No. 2 is overregulation,” Hamm 
continued. “And that picks up all these 
specialty problems. When I say specialty, 
don’t think specialty crops. It’s just that 
every commodity has its set of  regulations.”

For example, Second Vice President Jim 
Ferrari farms cherries and manages Ferrari 
Brothers Properties in Linden with his two 
sons — Joe, 30, and Nick, 28. Ferrari said 
food safety regulations are key issues facing 
cherry and walnut farmers.

“Right now food safety is a major issue 
out here,” said Ferrari. “Regulations need 
to be fair and workable. We have to educate 
the regulators and the consumers to have 
reasonable regulation. If  we don’t have our 
say, we’ll get something that’s unworkable 

crammed down our throats.”
Overregulation, Hamm said, creates a 

challenge for farmers and ranchers.
“We’re all in business. We’re all farmers, 

but we’re businessmen. And in this poor 
business climate, it makes it very difficult.”

First Vice President Andrew Watkins is a 
fifth-generation farmer in the Linden area, 
primarily raising beef  cows, walnuts and 
forage crops. His family settled the original 
homestead, part of  which is still part of  the 
land his family farms, in the 1850s.

Watkins said he hopes to have an impact 
on the issues through his involvement in 
the Farm Bureau. He has also been direc-
tor of  the Stockton East Water District 
Board since 1998.

“You try to make it better, work with 
the politicians, try to come to a common-
sense approach that everyone can live 
with,” Watkins said. “We take direction 
from the board and work with the presi-
dent to try to carry out the board and the 
leadership’s direction. ... It’s good to be 
involved and have a say in your future.”

Hamm said the Farm Bureau supports 
more storage, protecting the Delta in San 
Joaquin County, and local governance 
on water issues. Conversely, the Bureau 
opposes isolated conveyance in the Delta 
and surrendering water rights to state and 
federal agencies.

“The Farm Bureau has a long legacy 

The SJFB officer team of Second Vice President Jim Ferrari, 
President Jack Hamm and First Vice President Andrew 
Watkins have all been involved in Farm Bureau and the 
community for a long time, and they will continue to work 
on tough issues facing agriculture in San Joaquin County.

Goff Photography

of  working to protect 
water rights,” Hamm said. 
“We’re going to contin-
ue that, to keep fighting 
the fight for water, at the 
county and state level. 
They’re trying to go up the 
rivers and take water from 
the stakeholders further 
up the river. They’re going 
after those water districts, 
and we’ll be there by their 
side. That’s our goal.”

Hamm is also president 
of  the Rural Conservation 
District, which oversees 
the San Joaquin Delta Wa-
ter Coalition, part of  the 
irrigated lands program. 
He also sits on the county 

term, Hamm looks forward to helping the 
members of  the San Joaquin Farm Bureau 
do whatever it takes to promote agriculture 
and the Farm Bureau in the county.

Ferrari added: “The Farm Bureau is a really 
worthwhile organization. It’s community ser-
vice along with impact. I can help my neigh-
bors and the farming community at large. 
What we do out here impacts everyone in the 
county. There are some really fine people who 
make up the Farm Bureau, not only board 
members but staff. I think I’m gaining more 
than I’m giving” by being involved.

board of  the California Milk Advisory 
Board.

Besides their agreement on the challeng-
es ahead, the three men are also united in 
their assessment that they can make things 
better for farmers through their involve-
ment in the Farm Bureau.

“I’m proud of  what we have done,” said 
Hamm. “Unfortunately we’ve been put in 
the position of  having to deal with so many 
new regulations, that we haven’t been able 
to be as pro-ag as we have been in the past.”

He’d like to see that change. During his 
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BY CRAIG W. ANDERSON

The Delta Stewardship Council voted 
unanimously 7-0 to adopt the Delta 
Plan that will “guide the actions of  

state and local government agencies in a 
common direction,” said council chair Phil 
Isenberg. With the council’s approval of  
the plan after two years of  development, 
the final Programmatic Environmental 
Impact Report and the Delta Plan are of-
ficially certified.
Path cleared for BDCP

The approval clears the way for a future-
approved Bay Delta Conservation Plan 
(BDCP) to be installed as part of  the Delta 
Plan thus bringing the construction of  two 
huge tunnels beneath the Delta capable of  
diverting 9,000 cubic feet per second of  
water from the estuary to the pumps near 
Tracy for shipment to the Southern San 
Joaquin Valley and the Los Angeles/San 
Diego area.

According to Chris Knopp, executive 
officer of  the Delta Stewardship Council, 
said the Delta Plan emphasizes conserva-
tion, prioritizes levee maintenance, and 
curbs Delta development and Isenberg 
said in a statement that the plan will help 
“achieve the state’s co-equal goals of  

Stewardship Council approves Delta Plan

providing a more reliable water supply for 
California” while “protecting, restoring 
and enhancing the Delta ecosystem while 
protecting the unique values of  the Delta 
as an evolving place.”
Letter rips plan, council

The San Joaquin County Board of  
Supervisors said in an open letter that the 
Delta Plan is “deficient” and noted that 
“as an important stakeholder in Califor-
nia’s effort to address its pressing water 
problems, San Joaquin County has serious 
concerns about the current Delta Plan and 
the negative impact it will have on residents 
who live in the Delta and neighboring 
communities.”

In fact, the supervisors wrote, “It is not 
a plan; it’s more of  an outline of  a plan 
[with] the only real concrete provision its 
regulatory land-use planning tools which 
determine regulations about how land in 
the Delta can and cannot be used.”
Bad Delta foundation

Ken Vogel, president of  the board of  
supervisors, expressed his frustration at 
the plan which, he said, “Is unsound and 
is a flawed foundation for the Delta. It 
doesn’t make sense. The consequences for 
the estuary and surrounding region are not 
well thought out and the science is lacking.”

In their response, the supervisors 
noted that efforts to help craft a com-
prehensive water plan for the state via 
“numerous attempts by Delta stakehold-
ers and local agencies” continue to be 
ignored and that the “legally-binding plan 
that was adopted contradicts responsible 
principles for land use, water resources 
and flood management.” 

It is, wrote the supervisors, “detrimental 
to our public health and safety, economic 
development, agricultural stability, tax 
revenues, recreation and environmental 
protection interests.”
Reasons for deficiency

Among the elements of  the Delta Plan 
raising the supervisor’s ire are noise, dis-
rupted traffic, degraded water quality and 
adverse affects on agriculture, i.e., convert-
ing between 8,000 acres to 100,000 acres 
of  productive Delta farmland to habitat.

“This is a continuation of  the council’s 
check-the-boxes approval process,” said 
SJFB Executive Director Bruce Blodgett. 
“Everything’s moving toward including 
the BDCP in the Delta Plan and Delta 
residents, farmers and other stakeholders 
aren’t being listened to.”

Opponents of  the Delta plan are certain 
that some version of  the BDCP will be 
eventually approved and integrated into 
the plan while proponents feel the BDCP 
is the cure-all for the Delta’s woes. 
Supervisor’s suggestions ignored

According to Supervisor Larry Ruhstall-
er, member of  the Delta Protection Com-
mission and the Board Water Committee, 
“The plan ignored our recommendations. 
Some adjustments need to be done to make 
it at least reasonably realistic.”

With a “deficient” Delta Plan gaining 
approval, Ruhstaller and others fear the 
addition of  the BDCP and its near-decade 
of  construction would “wipe out the Delta 
by the above and below ground activities 
that will be noisy and dirty. We need to fight 
for alternative plans instead of  allowing the 
BDCP’s underground tunnels.”

The supervisor’s letter also said not only 
will the Delta Plan “negatively impact our 
sensitive ecosystem and general way of  life, 
but it is inconsistent with the co-equal goals 
of  the Delta Reform Act of  2009 and the 
policy of  the state to reduce reliance on the 
Delta for future California water needs.”

Continuing, the letter declared, “The 
plan seems more intent on securing a more 
reliable water supply for one part of  the 
state at the expense of  others in the state.”
Council drops ball

“It’s unfortunate the Delta Stewardship 
Council had an opportunity to address the 
real problem of  water supply and what to 
do about it and didn’t do so,” said attor-
ney John Herrick, counsel and manager 
of  the South Delta Water Agency. “Also, 
the council bought into the idea that more 
habitat is needed and that Delta land is to 
be the source for that habitat which won’t 
help people in the Delta.”

Another element that won’t help the 
Delta or the people living there or adjacent 
counties and cities is the inclusion of  the 
BDCP because, he said, “First, the council 
can only approve the BDCP if  it is consis-
tent with the Delta Plan and I don’t know 
how that’s possible as the BDCP’s impact 
on the estuary will be monumental and not 
in a good way.”
No new water

Neither the Delta Plan nor the BDCP 
will solve anything concerning water be-
cause the entire sequence doesn’t produce 
one drop of  badly needed new water, said 
Vogel. “We need new water not ways to 
move it around.”

Supervisors displeased with decision

ON THE AGENDA

June
3-6 AITC
5 YF&R
12 SJFB Board of  Directors
12-16  San Joaquin County Fair
18 Elements of  Human Resources 

Management, See page 15
25 SJFB committee meetings

July
3 YF&R
4 Office Closed
8 Ag Education Committee
10 SJFB Board of  Directors
11 100 year interviews, SJFB office
17 Introduction to Labor and 

Employment Law, See page 15
23 SJFB committee meetings
24 Media Night

August
2 Farm PAC Dinner, Robert Cabral 

Ag Center

April 2014
11 100-year anniversary!

 
 
 
 

San Joaquin Farm Bureau Federation’s 
 100 Year Anniversary  

Friday, April 11, 2014 
SJ County Historical Society & Museum 

Micke Grove Regional Park 
  

 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
We will be putting together a video to show on the evening of our 100 year anniversary and need YOUR 

stories to show how much agriculture in our county has changed and how far  
the San Joaquin Farm Bureau has come.   

 
On Thursday, July 11th, 2013 we will be holding open interviews at the SJFB office. 

We ask that you come and share your stories with us! 
 

If you have old photos that we can scan for this video, it would be greatly appreciated.  
 

Please call the SJFB office at 209.931.4931 to schedule your interview time.  
We appreciate all of your support.  
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BY CRAIG W. ANDERSON

California’s dairy industry has suffered 
for half  a decade under the lash of  
the overall economic recession and, 

in particular, low milk prices, and high input 
costs primarily due to feed.

The worst drought in 50 years hit the 
Midwest delaying the planting of  corn and 
with the “food for fuel” notion of  using 
corn to produce ethanol consuming 50 per-
cent of  production, corn prices soared to 
$320 per ton from the historical average of  
$130 a ton and “it won’t change much until 
the new crop in September,” said Michael 
Marsh, CEO, Western United Dairymen 
in Modesto. “Alfalfa remains in the $280 
per ton range.”

2009 marked the beginning of  the feed 
problem with the decline in milk prices 
while grain prices soared with the start of  
the government’s mandate that gasoline 
refineries blend 15 billion gallons of  corn-
generated ethanol into the nation’s gas 
supply by 2015. 

“The country’s ethanol policy is not 
good for the dairy industry and food for 
fuel is bad policy,” said Henry Van de Pol, 
Escalon dairy farmer and SJFB board 
member. “It appears the government 
didn’t consider the effects on the dairy 
industry of  converting half  the corn crop 
to fuel.”

Input costs 
Circumstances drove all feed prices 

higher, said Jack Hamm, SJFB president 
and Lodi dairy farmer, “Feed’s still very 
expensive due to increased overhead input 
costs for fertilizer, fuel, wages and transpor-
tation. This summer marks five years of  the 
California dairy industry bloodbath, with 
high feed prices one of  the primary causes.”

“The problem is that costs have doubled 
and tripled, including feed,” said Raymond 
Quaresma, SJFB board member and dairy 
farmer. “It is a great advantage if  dairymen 
can get feed from the farm, their own or 
neighbors because feed off  the truck is 
usually two or three times as expensive.”
Future looking marginally better

As bad as the economic slump has 
been for dairy farmers, Joel Karlin, market 
analyst on milk pricing and feed costs with 
Western Milling told the audience at the 
World Ag Expo in Tulare that the likeli-
hood of  another drought that drives feed 
costs through the roof  is “unlikely to be 
repeated but recovery for the dairy industry 
isn’t likely to come any time soon.”

He said milk consumption per capita is 
declining in the United States and “Cali-
fornia dairies have the lowest milk prices 
in the country and the highest feed costs, 
a very unenviable combination.”

“Feed remains very expensive and this 
continues to be a challenge for dairy pro-

ducers,” said Marsh. “Input costs and costly 
regulations continue to increase and they 
eat away at whatever profits milk produc-
ers see.”
Pay up front

Feed is not only very high – between 
$285 and $300 per ton for hay – but dairy 
farmers are now often asked to pay for 
their feed in advance or with a cashier’s 
check by feed companies concerned about 
non-payment. Marsh said the situation has 
entered the twilight zone with some com-
panies requesting a second deed of  trust as 
collateral on the herd or the farm.

The high input costs situation has led 
to a significant increase in dairy cows go-
ing to slaughter as producers thin herds to 
reduce costs.
Cows omnivorous ruminants

Fortunately, cows will eat just about 
anything and additives in their regular feed 
can reduce costs and still provide multiple 
nutrients.

Soybean meal, almond hulls, canola meal 
– a byproduct of  canola oil production – 
distiller’s grain – a derivative of  ethanol 
production – corn gluten and straw are 
used as additives with dairy farmers “us-
ing our neighbor’s products,” Hamm said.

Marit Arana, Ph.D., A.L. Gilbert Co. 
nutritionist, said that two ethanol plants 
running in the near Valley “there is suffi-
cient distiller’s grain for those animals that 
can benefit from adding it to their diets. It 
provides a very affordable unit of  protein 
and the associated unit of  energy. When 
used with regular feed they can be balanced 
for maximum effect.”

During these times of  very high feed 
costs, additives provide a viable way to 
supply nutrients to cows, reduce feed costs 
and improve the price to cost ratio.
Too much milk

She said part of  the problem that’s 
difficult to resolve is that “our cows keep 
making more milk but the demand domes-
tically and worldwide hasn’t kept pace with 
production.”
Dairy change recommended

Vernon Crowder, Rabobank ag econo-
mist and senior vice president, said in a 
report, “California Dairies: Getting More 
Moola,” “The time has come for Califor-

nia’s dairies to make some necessary and 
long-overdue changes [involving] infra-
structure investments and practices that 
differ from current industry standards. 
Due to the growing demand on the world 
market for a variety of  milk byproducts, 
California dairies need to position them-
selves to capture that market share. They 
really have to think globally.”

Good advice but when dairy farmers 
are “thinking globally” they also have to 
deal with the day-to-day challenges of  ris-
ing taxes and fees caused by Obamacare, 
Medicare taxes, complying with myriad 
local, state and federal regulations, how 
to pay for ballooning feed costs, water 
accessibility and numerous other things. 
Under the circumstances, contemplating 
the global marketplace may not be at the 
top of  the list.
Corn comeback

Corn is coming back in a big way, not 
in acres planted – more than 96 million 
acres compared to the 97.7 million acres 
estimated for March – but in yield per 
acre, said Kevin Roepke, the U.S. Grains 
Council’s manager for global trade. 

“We have biotechnology, hybrids, and 
we have precision agriculture dialed in so 
well that we can now produce huge crops 
very efficiently, very sustainable on less 
acres,” Roepke said at a recent grain trans-
port conference. “It matters what the yield 
is, not the acres.”

In what has been called an “astounding” 
accomplishment, 43 percent of  the nations’ 
corn crop was planted during the week of  
May 19, bringing corn planting to 71 per-
cent complete, only eight percentage points 
behind the five-year average planting pace. 

The USDA estimates corn output will be 
14.1 billion bushels, a 31-percent increase 
over 2012 and a projected record-breaking 
harvest beyond the 13.1 billion bushels set 
in 2009.

With supply meeting demand corn feed 
prices could decline thus returning afford-
ability to the feed marketplace.

In spite of  the ups and downs of  the in-
dustry, Hamm remains optimistic about the 
future. “The dairy industry is still great and 
viable and there will be an end to this, we 
just have to work through it as best we can.”

Feeding dairy cows, an expensive proposition

High feed costs make it extra difficult for dairy farmers to be profitable.
Goff Photography
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• Competitive Pricing
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Serving California Since 1940

BY CRAIG W. ANDERSON

California’s milk pricing system is 
unique and continues to generate 
controversy while milk producers 

and processors attempt to achieve a pricing 
plan involving whey that will be satisfactory 
to both groups.

Jack Hamm, SJFB president and dairy 
farmer, said the pricing contretemps 
springs from farmers not getting their fair 
share because “California is the only state 
with this system and it’s not working. The 
pricing system needs an overhaul.”

California’s complicated milk pricing 
system – instituted in 1935 – is out of  step, 
producers say, with the federal govern-
ment’s system that regulates milk prices 
in most states to forestall price volatility; 
California’s milk prices need to be closer 
to those established by the federal pricing 
system, say proponents of  change.

“I’m very dissatisfied with the state’s 
pricing system,” said Hank Van Exel, Lodi 
dairy farmer, member of  the National 
Holstein Board and SJFB’s Water Commit-
tee. “It’s broken and favors processors and 
the state doesn’t want to fix it. Whenever 
we come to the table the processors are 
holding a full house and we producers are 
holding a pair of  twos.”

Today’s milk prices are based more on 
pricing schemes than the marketplace, Van 

Exel said. “And the bureaucrats running things 
have no concept of  the marketplace or what 
the dairy industry needs to be successful.”
Bigger cut wanted

Producers also want a larger cut from 
the whey marketplace and AB 31 spon-
sored by Assemblyman Richard Pan would 
have ordered the whey value in California’s 
Class 4b to be not less than 80 percent of  
the whey value in Class III federal orders, 
the idea being to even the playing field with 
other states and to help the state’s dairy 
farmers withstand increasing input costs, 
most from rising feed prices.

Whey is cheese-making residue that is 
sold on the global market to makers of  
power drinks, infant formula, energy bars 
and hundreds of  other foods and produc-
ers say the minimum cheese prices aren’t 
an accurate reflection of  whey value and 
they want a fair cut of  the whey cash cow.
Whey capped

California’s whey value in the 4b pricing 
is capped at 75-cents per hundredweight 
when the current market value is about $2 
per hundredweight. “Actually, we’re about 
$2 per hundredweight behind other states,” 
said Hamm. “Whey is used in many prod-
ucts and producers get very little of  the 
money generated by it.”
AB 31 arrives

“AB 31 is somewhat of  a start and a sign 
of  frustration and it’s far from perfect,” 

said Hamm. “It’s a result of  going through 
channels and getting nowhere. 

Michael Marsh, CEO of  Modesto-
based Western United Dairymen said the 
surcharge on 4b was “intended to transfer 
money from cheese makers to producers.”

Without that transfer and other dairy 
pricing adjustments, he said that “given 
current conditions in the industry, the years 
ahead will undeniably be more challenging 
…economic and regulatory pressures are 
escalating in the state. Current and pro-
posed environmental regulations have led, 
and will continue to lead, to added costs, 
something farmers in no other state have 
to deal with.”

“AB 31 isn’t the place for milk prices 
to be changed,” said Henry Van de Pol, 
Escalon dairy farmer and SJFB board 
member. “The CDFA has to become more 
responsive to the needs of  the producers.”
Price relief  needed

It will take a prolonged period of  im-
proved margins for dairy producers to re-
cover the immense losses and eroded equity 
that arose form the economic disaster of  
2008-2010, he said and “If  the producer 
is to make it through these difficult times, 
price relief  is needed.”

According to CDFA data, 105 dairies 
went out of  business in 2012 alone.
Legislative avoidance

“The Assembly really doesn’t want to 

Milk producers, processors working to improve milk pricing
deal with this and they’d prefer to keep 
kicking the can down the road,” Hamm 
said. “The legislature is reluctant to set a 
precedent of  going to every industry to 
solve similar problems. I’d prefer the legis-
lature stay out of  pricing. We can go to the 
marketplace and have the pricing set by it.”

“If  the state really doesn’t want to do 
anything significant about the pricing crisis, 
I wish someone would just tell us,” Van 
Exel said.
Temporary increase

Until a permanent solution is hammered 
out, Western United Dairymen, leading a 
coalition of  diary producers, proposed a 
temporary 4b increase of  $1.20 per hun-
dredweight of  milk which would bring Cali-
fornia’s 4b whey value within 80 percent of  
they value in Class III federal orders, result-
ing in an increase in California’s pool price 
of  50 cents per hundredweight, Marsh said.

However, with two denials by Agricul-
ture Secretary Karen Ross, the hope that 
these increases will be approved is prob-
lematical at best.

Pooling allows the sharing of  revenue so 
producers shipping to diverse plants for a 
variety of  uses will receive the same price 
for the same commodity.

“Despite all the bickering, dairy is still a 
great, viable industry,” said Hamm. “Hope-
fully, after a decade of  debate about prices 
we’re nearing a solution.” 
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“There are some positive moves coming 
out of  Gov. Brown’s office as he seems 
willing to take on changes to CEQA as 
they relate to dairy operations.”

He added, “There is push for CEQA 
reform from the state Legislature and Gov. 
Brown and if  it actually happens CEQA 
will receive a dose of  common sense that 
could ease the regulatory burden on agri-
culture as a whole.”
Dairy quality program

The California dairy industry has part-
nered with governmental agencies and 
academia since 1997 with the California 
Diary Quality Assurance Program, the 
voluntary program that provides education 
and resources to help dairy producers com-
ply with the state’s multitude of  environ-
mental regulations. This third-party pro-
ducer certification informs local, state and 
federal agencies of  producer’s efforts on 
achieving compliance with environmental 
laws; thus, the assorted governments with 
their regulators don’t have to step in with 
more laws to ensure compliance because 
the dairy industry has already established 
compliance.

In fact, the Dairy Quality Assurance 
Program received California’s most presti-
gious environmental honor, the Governor’s 
Environmental and Economic Leadership 
Award and the program is recognized as 

a model of  how an industry can partner 
with government agencies to improve the 
environment via science-based practices 
that promote the health of  consumers, the 
environment and dairy livestock.
Dairies declining

Still, the state’s been losing dairies – 573 
since 2003 according to the CDFA – and 
the number of  dairy cows has declined 
from 1.88 million head in 2008 to 1.82 
million in 2012 and dairy experts say the 
California exodus has increased as other 
states have increased their milk production 
and actively pursued California dairies. 

Compliance with the regulations from 
the assorted governments and using the 
quality assurance program to guarantee that 
happens, the dairy industry has been regu-
lated longer and more rigorously than other 
industries, said Jack Hamm, dairy farmer 
and SJFB president. “We have county and 
state inspectors coming in and we have to 
pass their inspections. Most industries are 
just catching up to us.”
State’s regulations toughest anywhere

Staying on track with regulation com-
pliance is, he said, “the most troublesome 
aspect of  agriculture and contribute to 
the anti-business climate of  California.” 
Another contributor has been the five-
year economic downturn and subsequent 
clash of  low prices for milk and ever-
increasing input costs, many of  which 
are a direct result of  having to comply 
with regulations.

“No dairy in any other state would be al-

Dairy regs
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

lowed to operate in California because they 
wouldn’t meet our regulatory standards,” 
said Hank Van Exel, Lodi dairy farmer. 
“Yet, like California dairies, they sell their 
milk domestically and on the export mar-
ket where they have a definite competitive 
advantage.” 

Van Exel also said California’s regula-
tions “ask us to do things that have nothing 
to do with the safety and quality of  the 
product.”

Perhaps the most influential regulation 
of  all, the state’s milk pricing system, needs 
to be totally revamped and that’s what Van 
Exel recommends, “if, and it’s a big ‘IF’ the 
state will stand up and fix it.”

Looming on the horizon is the Food 
Safety Modernization Act still being for-
mulated by the USDA and FDA which will 
certainly add costs to not only the dairy 
industry but agriculture nationwide.

“Compliance costs are always there,” 
said Marsh. “In fact, no other livestock 
industry anywhere else in the world has to 
conduct business under such severe regula-
tions as we do in California.”
Dairies recruited

A study by Stacy Sneeringer, economist 
with the USDA, revealed the dairy industry 
trend of  “locating in states with relatively 
lenient environmental regulations” and 
the study shows there is “no evidence 
that states adopt stronger regulations in 
response to local dairy industry growth.”

Thus, dairy-friendly states are active re-
cruiting California dairies to leave the high 

feed costs, low milk prices and oppressive 
regulatory atmosphere for cheaper farm 
land, lower taxes, fewer environmental 
regulations, and higher milk prices in South 
Dakota, Nevada, Texas, Iowa, Idaho and 
Colorado, to name a few.

South Dakota Gov. Dennis Daugaard, 
attended the World Ag Expo in Tulare, and 
said, “We’re trying to corral some California 
cows. We’re looking for dairymen who’re 
looking to move out of  California.”

“I spoke with Daugaard at the expo and 
he said ‘We’re recruiting dairies like crazy’ 
because they understand the value a dairy 
brings to a state,” Van Exel said. “North 
and South Dakota are looking for dairies 
and the infrastructure they create.”
Ethanol takes half  corn crop

Marsh said, “Ethanol is taking half  
the corn crop – food for fuel – and that’s 
driving up corn feed costs and while dairy 
farmers are a hardy bunch, the lure of  
moving to another state with a welcom-
ing attitude and dairy-friendly business 
environment is an attractive alternative.” 
However, making a move requires capital 
and many dairies that would otherwise 
be interested in moving, can’t, because 
they’ve used their equity for capital to 
get through the combination of  reces-
sion, low milk prices, high input costs 
and regulations.

It seems, though, that the “hardy bunch” 
of  dairy farmers will find a way to emerge 
victorious from the malaise of  the past 
five years.
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The San Joaquin Farm Bureau Founda-
tion for Agricultural Education began its 
scholarship program in 1990 and currently 

awards over $35,000 to local students each year, 
thanks to the support of  Farm Bureau members 
and the local community. Including this year’s 
scholarships, the foundation has awarded more 
than $325,000 to local students.

San Joaquin Farm Bureau Federation 
Scholarships

Jason Colombini graduated from Linden 
High School and is currently finishing his junior 
year at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. He is majoring 
in agricultural business where he is preparing to 
be a farmer or politician. Jason is a member of  
the Zeta Beta Tau Fraternity and serves on the 
Interfraternity Council as President. Aside from 
agriculture, Jason also sees a future in politics, as 
he hopes one day to be elected to the state Legisla-
ture or even as a California Constitutional Officer.

Arianna Koster is currently a senior at Tracy 
High School and will be entering Modesto Jr. 
College in the fall. She will be majoring in agricul-
tural business preparing for a career in livestock 
production. She has been an active Agricultural 
Scientific Academy student where she plans to 
graduate with honors on the Animal Science 
Pathway. Arianna is also a member of  the New 
Jerusalem 4-H Club and Tracy FFA Chapter. 

Scholarships awarded to area students

Once completed with Modesto Jr. College, 
Arianna hopes to transfer to Fresno State. 

Clayton Lauchland is currently a senior 
at Lodi High School and plans to attend Cal 
Poly, Fresno State or Chico State in the fall. 
He will be majoring in ag systems manage-
ment and crop science preparing for a career 
as a farm manager. Clayton has been an active 
member of  the Lodi FFA, holding the posi-
tion of  chapter parliamentarian and receiving 
his State Farmer degree. 

Katherine Precissi attended St. Mary’s High 
School and is currently finishing her freshman 
year at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. She is major-
ing in viticulture, preparing for a career in wine 
marketing. Katherine has been an active member 
of  the Live Oak 4-H Club for ten years, holding 
an office for six years. She was also very active 
in tennis at St. Mary’s, being a varsity contender 
all four years. 

Carolyn Rivara attended Escalon High 
School and Modesto Jr. College and will transfer 
to Fresno State in the fall. She plans to major 
in crop science or ag business, preparing for a 
career in ag sales or food safety.Growing up, 
Carolyn was active in the Van Allen 4-H, hold-
ing the position of  president for two years. She 
was also a member of  the Escalon FFA, being 
part of  the vegetable crop judging team and 
earning her State Degree.

Patrice Rivara is in her senior year at 
Escalon High School and plans to attend UC, 
Davis in the fall. While at Davis she will major 
in plant science preparing for a career in educa-
tion or research.  Patrice has been active in the 
Van Allen 4-H, and the Escalon FFA. She has 
participated in several competitions and served 
as an FFA regional delegate. 

Jakob Schallberger is currently in his senior 
year at Tokay High School where he holds a 
3.7 GPA. Jakob will enter his freshman year 
at Fresno State in the fall, where he will be 
majoring in civil engineering with the hopes of  
one day working for the Department of  Water 
Resources. Jakob was a member of  the Tokay 
Colony 4-H, showing breeding, market goats 
and market turkeys. 

Jordan Sparrowk attended Lodi High 
School and is currently finishing up his first 
year at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo where he is 
majoring in agricultural business. Jordan was 
very active in 4-H and FFA growing up; he 
was their 4-H chapter’s president and earned 
his State Degree through FFA.  Jordan is a 
member of  the Young Cattleman’s and Cal 
Poly Rodeo Team and represents the school at 
college rodeos throughout California.  

Agricultural Employee Scholarships
Anthony Fuso III attended Tokay High 

School and is currently attending Modesto 
Junior College. Anthony is studying to attain 
an AA degree in agricultural business as well as 
an AA in mechanized agriculture. He plans on 
transferring to a four year college to earn his BS 
degree in agribusiness. Anthony has worked for 
Michael-David Winery in Lodi doing sugar test-
ing during harvest. He hopes to one day return 

to Lodi to farm or become a farm manager. 

Joshua Gomes is currently a senior at East 
Union High School and will enter his freshman 
year at Modesto Jr. College in the fall. He plans 
to major in Agriculture, preparing for a career 
in farming. Growing up, Joshua was active in 
4-H and continued his passion for agriculture 
by being part of  the East Union FFA. He has 
worked for Del Osso Family Farms and George 
Perry and Sons. Aside from work, he has also 
been involved with the AgVenture program in 
Manteca. Joshua hopes to transfer to Fresno 
State after receiving his AA from Modesto Jr. 
College.  

Annalicia Luis is a senior at Central Catho-
lic High School where she holds a 4.1 GPA. She 
plans to attend Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo in 
the fall, majoring in dairy science and prepar-
ing for a career as a veterinarian. Annalicia is 
an active member of  the Associated Student 
Body and a founding member of  the Central 
Catholic Agriculture Club. She has been very 
involved in the Ripon 4-H, showing dairy cattle 
at the county fair and winning supreme grand 
champion replacement heifer last year. 

Stephanie Van de Pol is currently a senior 
at Ripon Christian High School where she 
holds a 4.0 GPA. She will attend Cal Poly, San 
Luis Obispo in the fall and plans to major in 
nutrition, preparing for a career as a nutritionist. 
Stephanie has been very active in high school 
and club volleyball as well as high school tennis. 
Stephanie hopes to continue her education by 
receiving her master’s degree in nutrition. 

SJFB Foundation Chair Richard Rodriguez (center) congratulates SJFB scholarship winners Stephanie Van de Pol, Annalicia Luis, Joshua 
Gomes, Anthony Fuso III, Jakob Schallberger, Patrice Rivara, Carolyn Rivara, Clayton Lauchland, Arianna Koster and Jason Columbini.

Photos by Goff Photography

YF&R Vice Chair Brie Witt congratulates 
YF&R Scholarship winner Katie Olagaray.

Continued on next page

Gourmet Bourbon Dinner 
Event Hosts:  Kenny Watkins, Joe Valente, Jack Hamm & the 
San Joaquin Farm Bureau Federation
Also the Sacramento County Farm Bureau, Stanislaus County Farm 
Bureau, Calaveras County Farm Bureau, Tuolumne County Farm 
Bureau and the Solano County Farm Bureau 

Friday, August 2, 2013
6:00 pm Cocktails & Appetizers

7:30 pm Dinner
8:30 pm Raffle & Auction

Robert J. Cabral Agricultural Center, Stockton, CA 

Tickets: $100 each 
Enjoy a four course gourmet dinner to benefit the California 
Farm Bureau Federation Fund to Protect the Family Farm.

Sponsorship Opportunities: 

$2,500 – Table of 8 with front of the house seating, 4 hours of 
free limo service, a special bourbon gift and unlimited wine and 
drinks. 

$1,000 – Table of 8 with preferred seating, a special bourbon 
gift, two bottles of wine for the table, and limo service available.

$500 – Reserved seating for 4.

RSVP by Monday, July 29.  

For more information, visit www.cfbf.com/farmpac
or call SJFB at 209-931-4931.
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866-803-0543 
www.ferrellgas.com

Cristine Vana attended Linden High 
School and will enter her sophomore year at 
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo in the fall. She is 
majoring in agriculture with the hopes of  being 
involved in fruit tree production or becoming a 
PCA. Throughout high school, Cristine was an 
active member of  the Linden FFA. In college, 
she has been active in the Cal Poly Crops Club. 

SJ County YF&R Scholarships
Young Farmers and Ranchers are active agricul-

turists--between the ages of  18 and 35 and involved in 
production, banking, business, and many other areas 
of  the industry. Young Farmers and Ranchers develop 
leadership skills while volunteering time as active, vital 
members of  the county Farm Bureaus.

Katie Olagaray will be entering her senior 
year at California Polytechnic State University, 
San Luis Obispo in the fall. Katie is majoring 
in Animal Science with a minor in agricultural 
business where she is studying to become a 
large animal veterinarian or a ruminant nutrition 
consultant. She has had the opportunity to work 
alongside two veterinarians for the past couple 
summers. With the combination of  her educa-
tion and hands on experiences, Katie plans to 
obtain her master’s degree in animal science, 
focusing on ruminant nutrition. 

Clifford Dale Wunsch Memorial 
Scholarships

The Clifford Dale Wunsch Memorial Scholarship 
is being awarded for the eighth year. The award honors 
Clifford Dale Wunsch, who owned Big W Sales in 
Stockton and was well known and respected in the 
agricultural industry throughout the county, having 

been involved in agriculture since his early childhood.

Monica Castillo attended Weston Ranch 
High School and is currently finishing up her 
freshman year at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.  
She is majoring in agriculture science, prepar-
ing for a career as an agriculture teacher. In 
high school, she was very active in FFA, acting 
as their chapter president. Aside from FFA, 
Monica was very active in soccer, earning a 
scholar athlete award. She also participated in 
Exodus Youth Ministry and Avid. 

Derek Velting attended Escalon High 
School and is currently working on his AA 
degree at Modesto Jr. College. Derek plans to 
transfer to Stanislaus State University in the 
fall where he will major in Agricultural Studies 
with a concentration in ag biology. He is pre-
paring for a career as a Pest Control Advisor 
or a consultant. In high school, Derek was an 
active member of  the Escalon FFA, earning 
his State Degree. 

Robert J. Cabral Memorial 
Scholarships

The Robert J. Cabral Memorial Scholarship pro-
gram began in 2001 in honor of  former San Joaquin 
County Supervisor and former San Joaquin Farm 
Bureau Executive Director Bob Cabral. The awards 
were selected by the Robert Cabral Family.

Robert J. Cabral Jr. College 
Robert Steves is finishing up his senior 

year at Escalon High School with a 3.9 GPA. 
He will transfer to Modesto Junior College in 
the fall where he will major in history, preparing 
for a career as a teacher. In high school, Robert 
played football and basketball all four years. 
He was also a member of  the Escalon FFA, 
showing swine at the county fair and receiving 
his State Degree.  

Robert J. Cabral Agricultural 
Jessica Koller is finishing her senior year 

at Escalon High School with a 3.95 GPA and 
will enter CSU, Fresno in the fall. She will be 

majoring in enology preparing for a career as 
a wine master, with the hopes of  owning her 
own winery.  Jessica has been actively involved 
in the Van Allen 4-H, holding the position of  
president and the Escalon FFA where she has 
received her State Degree. She is also very ac-
tive in the floral club through Escalon FFA, 
participating in numerous competitions. 

Robert J. Cabral Educational
Annie Rose Seifert is currently in her se-

nior year at Galt High School where she holds 
a 3.8 GPA. She will enter her freshman year at 
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo in the fall where she 
plans to major in dairy science. Annie Rose is 
part of  the California High School Rodeo As-
sociation and plans to continue to rodeo at Cal 
Poly. She is a six time state qualifier, two time 
national qualifier and was the state president 
from 2011 to 2012. Aside from Rodeo, Annie 
has been involved in the Galt FFA, where she 
currently holds the office of  vice president. 

Continued from previous page

(Left) Bud Wunsch, center,  congratulates Monica Castillo and Derek Velting; (Right). Claudia Cabral, left, and Jean Cabral, far right, 
congratulates Annie Rose Seifert, Jessica Koller and Robert Steves.

Continued on next page
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Petersen & ComPany
Agricultural Real Estate

Joe Petersen
(209) 210-8010

joe@agland.org

Taryn Rodriguez 
(209) 327-5067

taryn@agland.org

Meghan Lange
(209) 263-1922 

meghan@agland.org

 (209) 368-8010  ●  www.AgLand.org

Mokelumne River - Gorgeous river view, large custom home on 22± acres with Mission 
Grapes.  Cottage on 11.5± acres also available.

Grand Island Farmhouse - 2,050± SF, 2 bed, 3 bath nicely landscaped on 0.96± acres

36± Acres - Commercial Ag Property. Office/mulitple large metal bldgs. Near Hwy 99.  

93± Acres - Clements Hills AVA. Build a Winery, plant vineyard, endless possibilities. 

252± Acres - Cattle Ranch in Ione. Development potential. Currently leased. 

480± Acres - Sloughhouse Sub-AVA Dist 11. 263± acres planted, multiple varieties.

Linden Warehouse for Sale - 39± Acres. 47,300 sf bldg.  Mobile, 2,072 sf shop/barn.

Lockeford Winery for Sale - 15.5± Acres Old Vine Zin. 2 parcels. 23,000± SF under roof.

21± Acres - Chardonnay located in Clarksburg AVA.

86± Acres - Income producing vineyard & home.  4 parcels planted with Cab, Char & Zin.

258± Acres - Grand Island farm land.

16± Acres - Farm house 3 BR/2.5 BA. 2 BR guest house. 40x80 metal building, roll-up door

40± Acres - Bare ground. Clements Hills AVA.

10± Acres
Merlot Vineyard

Great location.  
Investment Opportunity.

PENDING

SOLD 5/22/13

PENDING
PENDING

PENDING

PENDING

SOLD 5/16/13

Barbara Mettler Memorial 
Scholarships

The Barbara Mettler Memorial Scholarship is 
being given in honor of  Barbara Mettler, who demon-
strated leadership and dedicated herself  to community 
involvement.

Hannah Beeler is a first year agricultural 
communications major at Cal Poly, San Luis 
Obispo. While at Cal Poly, she has become 
involved in Campus Crusade, Feed My Starv-
ing Children, the Open House programs, and 
Agricultural Communicators of  Tomorrow. 
While attending Escalon High School, she was 
involved in the Future Farmers of  America 
where she was an officer at the regional level as 
well as competing in many of  the speaking and 
career development events. In the future she 
plans to get her degree and continue advocating 
for agriculture as a journalist. 

Adriana Delucchi is in her senior year at 
Escalon High School where she holds a 4.0 
GPA. She will attend CSU, Chico or Cal Poly, 
San Luis Obispo in the fall where she will major 
in biology or soil science, preparing for a career 
in agriculture research. Adriana has been active 
in the Escalon FFA for four years, exhibiting 
market lambs at the county fair each year. Aside 
from FFA, she has also exceled in cross country, 
earning all-league honors and qualifying for 
sections three times. 

Gary Simas Memorial Scholarships
The Gary Simas Agricultural Scholarship is being 

awarded in honor of  Gary Simas, who was respected as 
a designer, innovator and businessman in the agricultural 
irrigation community. Due to his incredible leadership 

and generosity, his friends and family established this 
memorial scholarship in his name.

Jana Colombini is currently in her senior 
year at Linden High School and plans to attend 
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo in the fall. She will 
major in agricultural science, preparing for a 
career as an agriculture teacher. Jana has been 
very active in the Linden FFA, holding the posi-
tion of  president and earning her State Degree. 
Jana was also heavily involved in student govern-
ment, and wa elected student body president. 

Brad Borges is currently finishing his senior 
year at Hughson High School and plans to at-
tend Modesto Jr. College in the fall.  Brad will 
major in agriculture science, with the hopes 
of  becoming a California ag teacher. He plans 
to transfer to Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo after 
two years. Brad has been very active in the 
Hughson FFA, currently holding the position 

Continued from previous page

Continued on next page

(Left) Bruce Mettler congratulates Barbara Mettler Memorial Scholarship winners 
Adriana Deluchi and Hanna Beeler; (Right) Phil Brumley congratulates Gary Simas 
Memorial Scholarship winners Jacob Koster, Arianna Koster, Brad Borges and Jana 
Columbini; (Below) The Dei Rossi Family congratulate Dei Rossi Memorial Scholrship 
winner Clayton Lauchland.
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Oak Valley COmmunity Bank

Deep Roots ~ Strong Branches

www.ovcb.com • 1.866.844.7500
Oakdale • Sonora • Modesto • Turlock • Patterson

  Ripon • Escalon • Manteca • Stockton 

Experience business banking the way it should be – 
the perfect blend of old-fashioned personal service 
and modern technology to meet your every need. 

Let us make your banking, our business.

Rudy Gnekow and Chris Legrandjacques (Winemaker) with 
Oak Valley’s Laura Weaver, Escalon Branch Manager, 209.343.7633

We Mean       BusinessAg

“We bank with Oak Valley because they share our 
commitment to delivering a top-quality, value-oriented 
product while maintaining a friendly, responsive, and 

professional approach to doing business.”

– Rudy Gnekow, Gnekow Family Winery

Frank Middleton
 Ag Loans
844.7563

Roxanna Smith
 Ag Loans
 579.3367

Debbie Kempton
Manteca Manager 

396.1581

Laura Weaver
Escalon Manager 

343.7633

of  president. He was the state winner of  the 
Agricultural Education Proficiency Award and 
placed 2nd in large animal master showmanship 
at the SJ County Fair.

Arianna Koster is currently a senior at Tracy 
High School and will be entering Modesto 
Jr. College in the fall. She will be majoring in 
agricultural business preparing for a career in 
livestock production. Throughout high school, 
she has been an active Agricultural Scientific 
Academy student. Arianna is also a member of  
the New Jerusalem 4-H Club and Tracy FFA 
Chapter. Once completed with Modesto Jr. Col-
lege, Arianna hopes to transfer to Fresno State. 

Jacob Koster is currently in his senior 
year at Tracy High School and is enrolled in 
the Agricultural Science Academy, FFA and 
various agriculture classes such as welding 
and landscape. He has been an active member 
of  the New Jerusalem 4-H Club for 10 years, 
exhibiting sheep and goats at the county fair. 
He plans to attend Modesto Jr. College for two 
years and then transfer to Fresno State where 
he will major in agriculture business and minor 
in crop science.   

Walter Dei Rossi Memorial 
Scholarships

Walter was an Italian immigrant who came to 
America to pursue a better life for himself  and his 
family. He loved farming, he loved his grapes and 
he loved working with his hands growing fruits and 
vegetables. With the active guidance and participation 
of  the Dei Rossi/Anderson Family, this scholarship is 
being given to a student who wishes to pursue a career 
in the agriculture field.

Clayton Lauchland is currently a senior at 
Lodi High School and plans to attend Cal Poly, 

CSU, Fresno or CSU, Chico in the fall.  He will 
be majoring in ag systems management and 
crop science preparing for a career as a farm 
manager. Clayton has been an active member of  
the Lodi FFA, holding the position of  chapter 
Parliamentarian and receiving his State Farmer 
Degree. He has also taken part in their Farm 
Power, Livestock Judging, Ag Cooperative and 
their Agriscience Teams.

San Joaquin Nisei Farmers League 
Scholarships

In 1971, a small group of  Japanese-American 
growers met near Fresno to discuss the mounting prob-
lems being faced by California agriculture. Shortly after, 
an organization was formed, taking its name from the 
term for second-generation Japanese-American or “Ni-
sei” farmers. Today, from the fields of  the San Joaquin 
Valley to the halls of  government, the Nisei Farmers 
League is well-respected for its tireless commitment to 
serving the needs of  its growers all over California.

Cassidy DeRousse attends Ripon Christian 
High School and will be entering her fresh-
man year at CSU, Fresno or Cal Poly, San Luis 
Obispo in the fall. She will be majoring in ani-
mal science and agricultural business, preparing 
for a career in large animal ultra-sounding or 
as a vet technician. Cassidy has been active in 
athletics at Ripon Christian, playing basketball 
and volleyball all four years. During summers, 
Cassidy has had the opportunity to work at 
E&R Prins Dairy. 

Robert Olagaray is in his senior year at St. 
Mary’s High School with a 3.8 GPA. He plans 
to attend Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo in the fall 
and major in agricultural and environmental 
plant sciences, preparing for a career as a farm 
manager or PCA.  Robert has been involved in 
the International Outreach Club, the California 
Scholarship Federation and the National Hon-
ors Society for the past three years.

Continued from previous page

Continued from previous page

Wayne Watanabe, left, and Dean Komure, right, congratulate Nisei Farmers League 
Scholarship winners Robert Olagaray and Cassidy DeRousse.
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Call 800.800.4865 today 
or visit AgLoan.com

WORLD CLASS WINE 
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STOCKTON • OAKDALE 
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A part of the Farm Credit System. Equal Opportunity Lender.

It’s the origin of great taste.  
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Now paying $2.10/lb.* for CRV Aluminum Cans
2008 California Small Business of the Year

Modesto Junk Company Recycling Center

but are struggling,” she said. “We know 
they’re so important to our state statewide 
and in particular to the central valley.” 
There’s been a lot of  discussion about 
having a formula that is better for dairy 
producers so they have an ability to be 
more profitable and can stay in business.”

She addressed the “great debate” over 
water and expressed her opposition to 
proposed tunnels.

“We’ve argued about it for 30 years and 
nothing has changed, and there’s no addi-
tional supply. Now here we find ourselves 
this many years later and the conversation 
on the table is a take-it-or-leave-it menu 
with the tunnel and there’s no other option. 
I think it’s unfair to our community and I 
think it’s unfair to the rest of  agriculture,” 
she said.

We were told the Delta Stewardship 
Council has the authority for funding with 
no approval needed by the Legislature. 
“There’s no legislative oversight, there’s 
no ability for an audit by the state auditors 
and there’s no vote by the people,” she 
said. “We need to look for ways to add to 
water supply.”

She added: “I believe the future will not 
be the tunnels, but incentivizing regional 
areas to have their own regional project 
where they become self-sufficient from the 
water in the Delta.

CFBF President Paul Wenger also spoke 
during the meeting. He is a third-generation 
farmer, farming almonds and walnuts on 
the family farm in Modesto. 

He spoke about the upcoming 100-year 
celebrations for several Farm Bureaus and 
outlined several issues affecting agriculture, 
including water, nitrates, pest detection, 
EQIP funding, the Farm Bill and immigra-
tion reform.

He also encouraged SJFB members to be 
active: “If  we don’t speak up for ourselves 
someone else will speak up for us and we 
might not like what they’re saying,” he said.

At the conclusion of  the meeting, Jack 
Hamm thanked Bruce Fry for his years of  
service and outlined Farm Bureau events 
for the upcoming year.

“We’re going to continue our programs, 
such as Media Night in July,” he said. “They 
need to hear our story and then they will 
pass it on.” 

He also encouraged involvement in 
the Farm Pac Dinner on Aug. 2 and the 
planning for our 100 year anniversary 
celebration. 

Annual Meeting
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CFBF President Paul Wenger talks to PG&E staff before the  program begins.
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(Above left) California Sen. 
Cathleen Galgiani, chair of the 
Senate Agriculture Committee, 
discusses her opposition to the 
governor’s proposed twin tunnels 
plan during the SJFB Annual 
Meeting; (Above right) Outgoing 
SJFB President Bruce Fry 
presents his President’s Award 
to Joe and Claudia Valente 
and the entire Valente family; 
(Left) Incoming SJFB President 
Jack Hamm thanks everyone 
for attending and discusses 
upcoming events for 2013, 
including SJFB’s 100-year 
celebration next year.

SJFB thanks the gold sponsors 
of the 99th Annual Meeting
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Reprinted from March 17, 1989, issue

BY ROBERT CABRAL, 
EXECUTIVE MANAGER, SJFB

Providing a brief  history of  San Joa-
quin Farm Bureau is our attempt to 
acquaint those interested in agricul-

ture with the character, extent and value 
of  our work.

The future of  Farm Bureau and agricul-
ture re mains in the hands of  progressive 
thinking people who recognize the impor-
tance of  our industry, both locally and on 
a national scale.

During the growing years, Farm Bureau 
mem bers received a special gift in the rec-
ognition of  respect accorded our organiza-
tion. The governor of  Cal ifornia spent a 
full day talking and listening to farmers at 
the state annual meeting held in Santa Cruz 
in 1935. President Roosevelt took time 
from his busy schedule to address members 
at the American Farm Bureau meeting in 
Chicago. Government offi cials, governors, 
senators and congressmen, too nu merous 
to mention, participated in sessions at that 
meeting. Local members became involved 
in several levels of  county and state lead-
ership. Because of  this involvement and 
recognition, the Farm Bureau movement 
was indeed growing.

SJFB celebrates 100 years

SJFB — the growing years
As we review the bits and pieces from 

the pages of  our history, perhaps we will 
gain a better understanding of  Farm 
Bureau as it exists today. While agenda 
items may seem different, the prob lems 
and challenges of  today are not unlike 
those of  the past 75 years. Today, food in 
American is plenti ful, and although some 
still go hungry, the problem isn’t the lack 
of  availability. The American farmers have 
seen to that. But we should not be deluded 
into thinking that even the United States 
has solved its food production problems 
once and for all. To main tain the sense of  
security of  a well fed and clothed nation, 
new challenges must be met.

It is true that the time lag between 
identifica tion of  critical new problems and 
their solutions has been reduced. This is 
only because of  the presence, competence 
and support of  Farm Bureau, its mem bers 
and leaders.

Let us not forget these words, first 
spoken in 1936: “We must unite in farmer 
organizations to give greater support to 
our nation’s leaders in our struggle for 
economic quality for agriculture.”
J.E. THORP

J.E. Thorp served as county president 
during 1926, while A.D. Goodwin of  the 

Reprinted from March 17, 1989, issue

(Left) DIRECTOR – O.V. Patton was the fourth director of the world renowned Cooper-
ative Extension in SJ County, serving in 1928-43. The staff then included Wesley Fleming 
and Mabel Wood. (Right) POPULAR TRACTOR – William Kendall Lowes, father of Onalee 
Koster, San Joaquin Farm Bureau Agriculture Education Committee chairper son, is in the 
seat of a John Deere Model D trac tor. Sitting on the fender is Onalee’s brother, John Lowes, 
in this photo taken in 1929 on a 30-acre ranch on Bird Road in Tracy. Lowes milked cows, 
raised chickens and hogs, grew beans, al falfa, tomatoes and grain. Franquette walnuts 
bordered the property. (Photo courtesy of Cliff and Onalee Koster)

Continued on next page



WWW.SJFB.ORG                SAN JOAQUIN FARM BUREAU NEWS  15  

Calla Center carried out the duties of  vice 
president. County Super visor C.E. Steine-
gul called on the Farm Bureau to discuss 
the dumping of  refuse on public highways. 
The practice was labeled a misdemeanor 
and was costly to the state and county, as 
well as “being the cause of  a great deal of  
unsightliness.” It was de cided to give the 
matter as much publicity as possi ble in 
an attempt to educate the public of  this 
prob lem.

The California Farm Bureau Federation 
held its eighth annual meeting in Stockton 
in November. Business sessions were con-
ducted at the Hotel Stock ton with banquets 
on the roof-garden of  the Hotel Wolf.

Thirty-six California counties were rep-
resented officially. Taxes and water prob-
lems were keynote issues. CFBF President 
Earle Houghton of  Tulare County declared 
“that expenditures in California are increas-
ing in a proportion that is far outstripping 
our ability to pay.” At that time it was 
estimated by the USDA Department of  
Agriculture that farmers were paying 16.6 
percent of  their gross income for taxes 
while other industries paid 11.9 percent.

At the same time it was agreed that non-
ag businesses were passing their taxes on 
to agricultu ral producers who are unable to 
add the tax to the price of  their produce.

During this period, Farm Bureau mem-
bers rec ognized the need for continuous, 
constructive and forward looking work. 
There was and is a tendency after a good 
service is performed for an organization 
to rest on its laurels. If  no new programs 
are pro vided, an organization slows down 
because one of  the necessary elements is 
lacking.

Many business organizations fell into 
this trap. Farm Bureau leaders have been 
continuously reminded that constructive 
new programs must be ini tiated in order 
to insure progress. We may well take our 
lessons from the past, but they should be 
used and applied with an eye to the future.
A. D. GOODWIN

In January, President A. D. Goodwin 
reported that $1,380 had been sent to the 
California Farm Bureau Federation for the 
1927 membership dues on 690 members. 
The Cooperative Buying Committee was 
active and Ray Miller, M. C. Dow, and Her-
bert Smyth joined the group. The “Farm 
Bureau News” represented by C. Davis was 
undertaking a program to double the $100 
monthly advertising income. The monthly 
news was published at a cost of  $90 for 
1,000 copies.

State Sen. Frank Boggs continued to 
serve as County Farm Bureau director 
and kept the board appraised of  legislative 
activities in Sacramento. His legislation in-
cluded the County Charter which al lowed 
an increase in the office staff  and the 
number of  deputies of  the Horticultural 
Commission. He asked the board to look 
into what could be done by the Stockton 
Chamber of  Commerce to assist the Farm 
Bureau. It was felt that the Chamber could 
do “great good” by working up a friendly 
relationship between the city business 
interests and agriculture. The chamber’s 
Agriculture Committee was invited to sit 
in on the next Farm Bureau meeting.

The Escalon and Ripon Farm Centers 

were ap proved at the May 14, 1927, meet-
ing, after petitions with the required 15 
signatures were received by the board.

In August, due to the resignation of  
Charles Anderson as secretary, the board 
selected Harvey Van Vlear at a salary of  
$200 a month and expenses for a car. At 
the annual meeting on Dec. 10, 1927, it 
was recommended that San Joaquin Farm 
Bureau accept the offer of  Northwestern 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company to write 
auto insurance at a 15 percent discount.

Following the annual meeting, directors 
cast a unanimous ballot re-electing A. D. 
Goodwin of  Manteca to serve as president 
during 1928. Ray Miller was elected vice 
president, H. Cherry Jones, editor, and H. 
S. Van Vlear, secretary. Frank Boggs was 
re-elected as State Farm Bureau Director. 
Committees put into place and their chair-
men included – Public ity (R. Houston); 
Highways (R. C. Gruwell); Educatio-
nal (Verne Hoffman); Economics (J. E. 
Thorp); Legis lative (S. A. Shearer); Health 
and Safety (George Locke) and Puncture 
Vine (A. D. Mott).

William Koster called attention to the 
Petty Larceny Law (maximum $200) and 
suggested that it be reduced to $50. He 
also suggested that Farm Bu reau offer a 
reward of  $25 for the arrest and convic tion 
of  anyone caught stealing from a member. 
This reward was approved effective Jan. 1, 
1929, for convictions resulting in a 30-day 
sentence.

Discussion at board meetings must have 
been lively. While a motion to limit direc-
tors to three minutes on debating a ques-
tion and one minute for rebuttal failed, the 
president ruled the limit be put in place. It 
was moved by Robinson, and seconded by 
Koster, that committee reports be limited 
to five minutes each.

Mediterranean Fruit Fly (Medfly) dis-
cussions were not unique to recent farm 
pest concerns. Sen . Boggs reported after a 
trip to Hawaii, the se rious problem which 
would be caused by an infesta tion. He 
showed how 50 flies could spread through 
the state as they raise 14 families each year. 
He explained that infestations could ruin 
the entire state’s fruit industry. It was dur-
ing this period that J.W. Adriance left the 
county as Director of  Exten sion and was 
replaced by O.V. Patton.

President Goodwin commented in his 
farewell address: “There are only two di-
rections for any organization to go, either 
forward or backward. It can never stand 
still. There is just one factor that determines 
which direction we follow, and that is – ac-
complishment. It determines the success or 
failure our organization.”

Home Department continued to play 
an important role in Farm Bureau during 
this period with active centers, including 
the newly organized Collegeville Farm 
Home Department. Officers elected in 
1928, included – Mrs. C.W. Sanders, chair-
man, Mrs. H. C. Fisk, vice chairman; Mrs. 
Van Vlear, secretary-treasurer; and Mrs. 
Salmon, correspondence secretary. Topics 
of  discussion included clothing, nutrition, 
growth and development, home furnish-
ings and home management. The Home 
Department financed and made a 4-H 
Club exhibit used in clothing club work. 

Continued from previous page
Reprinted from March 17, 1989 issue

Continued on next page
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They also assisted in the cooperation of  
San Joaquin and Stanislaus Farm Bureaus’ 
building of  a permanent, summer camp 
facility near Pi Crest.
RAYMOND MILLER

Jan. 12, 1929, brought the election of  
Raymond Miller of  Linden as president 
of  the Bureau. O.L. Marrs was elected 
vice president and A.D. Goodwin, state 
director. The Farm Bureau account showed 
as $1,338 balance and an advertising ac-
count of  $373. Meeting places included 
the Youngstown Hall, Eden Square Cafe, 
YMCA and Wilson’s Confectaurant.

Newt Robinson moved that a committee 
be appointed to investigate the matter of  
incorporation of  the Bureau. Advantages 
of  incorporation at this time included the 
relief  of  individual member responsibil ity 
and the placing the county organization on 
a more ‘’substantial” basis at a very “light” 
cost. This idea was accepted and instruc-
tions to prepare the necessary constitution 
and bylaws were given. This committee was 
chaired by Judge George Buck.

Under Puncture Vine report comes the 
follow ing quote: “The puncture vine is 
considered the most dreaded weed pest in 
California, making it impossible to employ 
labor to harvest the crops infected with 
this pest.” Members were urged to do all 
possible to keep their premises clean of  
the pest and report all infestations to hor-
ticulture officials.

The Orchard and Vineyard Committee 

endeav ored to secure fresh fruit for the 
Orient as experi mental shipments. Farm 
Bureau approved the ex pense of  $15 to 
transport the fruits to San Francisco for 
voyage across the Pacific. H.W. Barton 
recalled the laxness of  fruit inspection at 
our state borders and urged every effort to 
improve inspections of  quarantined fruits 
from Florida. County Horticulture Com-
missioner Austin Mahoney was thanked 
for pro viding the use of  their truck to 
transport f  ruit to San Francisco for ship-
ment to the Orient.

James Thorp called attention to the 
“deplora ble” condition of  the water in the 
Mokelumne River caused by dredger pol-
lution of  clay which was so sol uble that it 
did not settle. Robinson explained dredg ing 
methods for navigable rivers and helped 
draft a resolution presented at the state 
meeting to increase the $500 allowance for 
each work site as this was often the cost of  
moving the dredger in place.

Members were reminded by President 
Miller that Farm Bureau membership is a 
family unit and as such the intent is that 
both man and wife have equal rights in vot-
ing. He strongly felt that Farm Bureau had 
the most representative group of  men and 
women on the board of  any organization 
of  any kind in the county. “No director rep-
resents himself, all are elected by a group.”

Otto Muller was an involved director 
from Rob erts-Union. He and Robinson 
led the drive to endorse support for the 
establishment of  a federal hay grader in the 

Scenes of SJ Farm Bureau’s growing years
Reprinted from March 17, 1989

THIS PHOTO was taken on the Herchel T. Mason Ranch on Guild Way in Lodi includes typi-
cal outbuildings in the 1920’s. Owned by Dr. Wilton Mason, it was reported to be the first 
automobile in Lodi. Delivered in 1907, the vehi cle was assembled on the ranch by the Mason 
brothers, Wilton, Herchel and Louis. (Photo courtesy of Bruce Mettler)

INVENTIVE – I.N. (Newt) Robinson, Jr. worked closely with R.G. Latourneau, who provided 
the first rubber-tired model dirt mover used in SJ County. As the need for mechanization 
grew, local investors responded. Le Tourneau invented a much improved model three years 
after the one pictured here was put into use by Robinson. Newt has two of these models 
on the ranch that have been part of his “mothball” fleet for 25 years. (Photo courtesy of 
I.N. Robinson)

BEETS BARGED – Sugar beets have long been an important crop to San Joaquin County 
growers. This photo from the 1940’s shows beets being unloaded from a barge for deliv-
ery to the Holly Sugar plant. While transpor tation methods have changed, the sugar beet 
still ranks No. 9 in the list of 10 leading crops produced in SJ County. Two mills continue 
operation in the county, which indicates the stability of production. (Photo courtesy of 
California Beet Growers Association)

FIRST CRUSH – Lodi residents witnessed the first crush of the East-Side Winery cooperative 
in 1934. Grapes were harvested in 50-pound wooden boxes and field loaded onto trucks for 
delivery to the winery. J.E. Handel is on the first truck wailing to unload, while E.F. Handel 
stands in front of his load. (Photo courtesy of Bruce Mettler)

Continued from previous page
Reprinted from March 17, 1989 issue

Continued on next page
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county. He also was involved in efforts to 
establish a cooperative grain growers orga-
nization. He explained that only 16 percent 
of  the grain was mar keted through a co-op 
while citrus was 60 percent and deciduous 
fruit 45 percent.

The matter of  the Southern Pacific rail-
road leaving their trains standing on tracks 
near cross ings causing delays to school 
buses and farm traffic was discussed. The 
road committee was instructed to call this 
matter to the attention of  the Southern 
Pa cific.

It was announced at the August 1930 
meeting that there would be a change in 
assistant farm advisor assignments. Eugene 
Serr from Sutter County would be taking 
the place of  I.W. Lilley. Serr was very highly 
recommended and had the reputation of  
being an outstanding authority in tree work. 
Today most walnut growers in the county 
are familiar with the “Serr” variety which 
carries his name.

O.L. Marrs, E.M. Mettler and John 
Schmiedt presented a resolution concern-
ing the high rates of  the Pacific Gas & 
Electric Company. The resolution charged 
that PG&E was creating a monopoly of  
the waters and power plants. The measure 
called for a reduction of  rates and elimina-
tion of  demand charge and surcharges and 
went on to suggest that if  these goals were 
not met, that Farm Bureau make recom-
mendations as to reliable gas engines for 
pumping and some means of  lighting and 
heating in order to save money for the 
farmers and industries of  the county.
W.B. PARKER

William B. Parker served as county presi-
dent during 1931 and 1932. After graduat-
ing from the University of  Minnesota, he 
was superintendent of  a Veterans Adminis-
tration farm school on Rough and Ready Is-
land. After his presidency, Parker turned to 
government service. He headed the Federal 
Agricultural Adjustment Ad ministration, 
was director of  the U.S. Soil Conserva tion 
Service in California and headed the State 
De partment of  Agriculture.

In July 1931, American Farm Bureau 
Presi dent E.A. O’Neal spoke to Farm Bu-
reau leaders from several counties at the 
Hotel Clark in Stockton. He made this visit 
to San Joaquin County in recognition of  the 
outstanding membership accomplish ments.

With 2,301 members, San Joaquin was 
the largest county Farm Bureau in the Unit-
ed States. H.W. Barton of  Escalon traveled 
to the AFBF convention in Chicago that 

December to accept the championship 
trophy. This membership helped maintain 
the productivity and diversity which kept 
our county among the leaders of  the nation 
for many years.

San Joaquin County farmers not only 
supported the largest membership, but also 
attracted several leading cooperatives. Baby 
lima bean growers in Tracy established a 
plant of  their own and affiliated with the 
state association. The California Almond 
Growers Association operated a plant in 
Lodi while the San Joaquin Walnut Growers 
had its origin and headquarters in Linden. 
Many dairymen marketed milk through 
the Milk Producers Association of  Central 
California, with a plant in Stockton. The 
Poultry Producers Association operated a 
large feed plant on the Stockton Waterfront 
and the California Cherry Growers Associa-
tion located its packing plant in Stockton.

Lodi became headquarters for the Cali-
fornia Vineyard Association and the district 
headquarters of  the California Canning 
Peach Growers Association located in 
Stockton. With the deep water port and 
service by three transcontinental railroads, 
San Joa quin agriculture was developing its 
place of  leadership in the nation.

Among the many activities that resulted 
in worthwhile accomplishments by San 
Joaquin Farm Bureau:
•  Maintenance of  a county legislative 

commit tee that worked with the state 
Legislature.

•  The economic committee’s progress in 
obtain ing enforcement of  state realty 
laws.

•  Membership discounts through contracts 
with commercial companies.

•  Assistance to insurance companies with 
fire prevention education.

•  Responsibility for a regular inspection of  
bridges in the county.

•  Assisting farmers seeking powerline 
refunds.

•  Publishing a large service magazine.
•  Representing livestock men in demand-

ing dog law enforcement.
•  Assisting centers with county road 

problems.
• Assisting to the Federal Land Bank to 

pro vide funds for farmers.
•  Campaigning for re-apportionment of  

the state Legislature.
•  Maintaining a cow-testing association.
•  Sponsoring 4-H activities.
•  Furnishing farmers with entertainment 

in their own centers.
•  Cooperating with the Extension Service 

in educational programs.

A Stockton Record edito-
rial in 1932 stated: “In 
program and policy, the 
San Joaquin Farm Bureau 
Federation is a service or-
ganization for farmers. Its 
membership and degree of  
representativeness is plac-
ing it in a position to speak 
with authority for San Joa-
quin County agriculture. 
With wise leadership and 
continued growth, the or-
ganization can become 
the natural clearinghouse 
for all rural problems in 
the county. It deserves the 
support of  every farmer.”
J.L. MULLALLY

The Nominating Com-
mittee submitted five 
names for president, and 
after a motion to declare 
J.L. Mullally the only can-
didate, he was elected. 
Carl Knudsen received the 
majority of  the votes for 
vice president and Amon 
Swank was elected state 
director. A meeting in No-
vember resulted in the 
same three officers being 

micide exceeds the urban. It is impossible 
for the farmer to keep his property under 
lock and key or the eye of  a watch man. 

LAND LEVELER – I.N. (Newt) Robinson, Jr. faced the many 
challenges in San Joaquin County agriculture head-on. From 
1933-35, in addition to farming, he operated a land leveling 
business. It was not unusual to catch him shooting eleva-
tions, laying out ditches to grade and installing drains. (Photo 

COMMON PLACE – Plowing corn was common practice in the 1920’s. Fred Kuckuk takes 
a break with his plough crew who controlled the depth of shears by utilizing hand levers. 
Pulling the 12-gang, 14-inch plough at a depth of 10 inches is a C.L.B. track layer. (Photo 
courtesy of Mike and Elea nor Gikas)

re-elected to serve during 1936.
H.W. Barton chaired the “State Police 

Committee” and offered this report:
“For two or three decades, rural crime 

has been on the increase and the rural ho-
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The criminal has taken full advantages of  
modern highways, motor transport and 
weapons. Eleven states have some sort 
of  State Police System and 20 have some 
form of  Highway Patrol. The traditional 
sheriff-constable system is strictly local in 
operation and cannot meet the changing 
conditions.”

From this report came a recommenda-
tion to the California Farm Bureau that 
legislation be drafted sup porting the trans-
fer of  the officers, duties and powers of  
the Bureau of  Identification and Highway 
Patrol to the California State Police.

The Victor Farm Center presented a 
resolution that both CFBF and AFBF co-
operate in securing a 50-percent reduction 

in taxes on both sweet and dry wines, as 
well as in maintaining the present tariff  on 
all wines, L.K. Marshall commented that 
the wine industry, after 15 years of  stagna-
tion had been placed in a position where 
it could recover. Taxation and regulations 
were “killing”  the industry by making 
prices so high that common people cannot 
afford to use it. He felt that should always 
be considered as a food and 800,000 acres 
of  grapes in the United States this industry 
has an importance to the economy of  our 
country. The resolution passed and was 
re to the state and national organizations.

Assemblyman J.E. Thorp reported at 
some of  the board meetings regarding 
legislative action. He also presented San 
Joaquin Farm Bureau with a complete set 
of  codes of  the State of  California which 

were printed at a cost of  $50 to the . These 
10 volumes were of  great value to Farm 
Bureau, and some might wish that there 
were other volumes today, Thorp said. The 
proposed legislation included bills appropri-
ating funds for bovine tubercu losis control, 
a 10-cent tax on oleo, labeling butter accord-
ing to grade, restricting the bacteria count in 
Grade A raw milk to 25,000, and providing 
that a refund be made on gasoline tax col-
lected on fuels not used on the highways.

Both the Lodi News-Sentinel and the 
Tracy Press reported on a November 1935 
meeting which might have been Farm Bu-
reau’s first media event. In order to cement a 
feeling of  better “fellowship” a luncheon for 
20 newspaper representatives was held at the 
Hotel Stockton. Several items, including the 
Agriculture Adjustment Act were discussed.

Mullally explained that the AAA was by 
no means an administration measure, but 
that it was the outcome of  15 years efforts 
on the part of  farm ers. At the conclusion 
of  the meeting, Mullally ex pressed Farm 
Bureau’s pleasure at having the news men 
as guests and explained that the only mo-
tive for having the meeting was that a 
better understanding of  what the farmer 
is attempting to do might result.

It is interesting to note that Farm Bu-
reau worked with several commodity orga-
nizations during this period in attempts to 
increase prices to the farmer. The average 
price to the grower for winegrapes was 
$9 per ton for the 179,000 tons produced 
in the county. Cherries brought 5 cents a 
pound and processing tomatoes were sold 
for $14 a ton. There was a major effort 
to stabilize barley prices in 1936 when 
purchases at $1 to $1.25 were made just 
prior to harvest and the market lowered 
to 50 cents to 75 cents per hundred once 
harvest began.
I.N. ROBINSON

“The words we speak sometimes pro-
voke the thoughts or activities far beyond 
our fondest hopes.”

Such words were spoken during a meet-
ing between I.N. (Newt) Robinson, Jr. and 
Ralph Houston of  Linden early in 1928, It 
was during this conversation, according to 
Ed Condon, that Robinson first discovered 
that there was such an organization a Farm 
Bureau. No history of  county agriculture 
or Farm Bureau would be complete with-
out sharing Robinson’s experiences and 
knowledge of  the devel opment of  the 
Roberts-Union Farm Bureau Center.

On returning home, Newt immediately 
began his campaign, telling his neighbors 
of  the Farm Bureau idea. He wrote letters 
as only he can do, used the phone and in 
the true spirit of  an organizer, per suaded 
others to help him. In March 1929, farmers 
were invited to a meeting at Heeney’s barn 
on Upper Roberts Island to be chaired by 
Ray Miller. Rules re quired 15 members to 
form centers and on that stormy evening, 
some wondered if  a crowd would come 
out. There was really no need to worry, as 
Newt had done his job well and close to 
150 people were in attendance.

Before the evening was over, Newt was 
elected the first director (president), Otto 
Muller, vice-direc tor, and J. Ed Condon, 
secretary-treasurer. The Home Depart-
ment was organized the same evening with 
Florence Ohm as chairperson, two 4-H 
groups were started with Ed Condon, the 
Ag Club Leader.

Newt’s ability to delegate responsibil-
ity and help develop leadership skills was 
apparent, as be fore long Otto Muller fol-
lowed as chairman in 1930, and Les Moran 
in 1932. By 1935, during John Jurgenson’s 
chairmanship, Newt assisted in the in-
corporation of  the center and plans were 
started for their own building.

The Board of  Directors’ meeting at the 
Ma sonic Temple in Stockton, elected Newt 
president and R. Van Buskirk vice presi-
dent on Jan. 14, 1933. Not one to sidestep 
responsibility for something he believed in, 
Newt served for two years. Van Buskirk 
resigned due to business commitments and 
was re placed by J.L. Mullally in mid-1933.

The Farm Bureau Legislative Commit-
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FROM SJC RESOURCE 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

BY JOHN BRODIE
RCD PROJECT MANAGER

“Sometimes the light at the end of  
the tunnel is a train.” – Charles 
Barkley

In the case of  the Irrigated Lands Regu-
latory Program (ILRP), it’s a high speed 
train. Driven by the Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (RB). On a downhill grade. 
And irrigated agriculture is tied to the tracks. 

If  you recall, a Sacramento judge issued 
a tentative ruling in favor of  the coalition in 
a lawsuit filed against environmental docu-
ments used to support the new ILRP. We 
were hopeful it would give us more time 
to work with RB staff  on a more effective 
and efficient regulation. 

We were warned that the judge could 
reverse that tentative ruling, and that’s 
exactly what the judge did. 

The specific regulation for irrigated 
agriculture in San Joaquin County and 
Delta is now on the fast track for adop-
tion. Before the tentative ruling, Waste 
Discharge Requirements for our area were 
scheduled for adoption at the October RB 
meeting. RB staff  is moving forward as if  

It’s a train that schedule has been reinstated, even if  
not officially yet.

We haven’t seen a draft of  the regulation 
being proposed. Discussions with RB staff  
have focused on the order adopted for 
the East San Joaquin group in Stanislaus 
County. We’ve been told by RB staff  that 
a written copy of  the proposed regulation 
for our area could likely come in the form 
of  an administrative draft released to the 
public in June. 

History shows us that once an adminis-
trative draft is released, there is little hope 
of  getting much, if  anything, changed. 
Though we have tried to negotiate, it’s 
nearly impossible when the people you 
are trying to negotiate with refuse to put 
anything in writing. 

The RB has scheduled a workshop on 
the regulation for its July meeting, and 
has no plans to hold a workshop in San 
Joaquin County to hear from local grow-
ers about how you will be affected by the 
regulations. RB Chair Karl Longley feels 
Rancho Cordova is close enough that af-
fected farmers should make the drive to 
greater Sacramento. 

Truth be told, it’s not in the best interest 
of  Mr. Longley nor the other RB members 

tee’s work was interwoven with the work of  
the Legis lature. Many delegations appeared 
before various legislative committees in 
order to protect the inter ests of  agriculture. 
Fifty-five bills, ranging from re sponsibility 
for roads to the handling of  fertilizers, were 
considered by the committee.

In 1933, Secretary Van Vlear spent the 
last week of  the first session of  the Legis-
lature in Sacramento. He was responsible 
for deletion of  potentially detrimental 
provisions from several bills before they 
reached the floor of  the Legislature.

Today, CFBF provides this service 
through the efforts of  the Governmental 
Affairs Division under the guidance of  
James Eller.

In January 1934, Newt challenged all 
direc tors, who agreed to compete in a 
countywide mem bership drive. The rules 
of  this effort clearly stated that any director 
bringing in less than five members would 

be required to eat at a table where bacon, 
beans and sauerkraut, would be served, 
while those signing up five or more mem-
bers would be served as turkey dinner.

Dinner was served to 110 people at the 
Guild Hall in February by the ladies of  
the Victor Home Department. True to the 
spirit, a roll call of  directors was taken and 
each responded to his name with how many 
members were signed up. Those directors 
who had not secured their quotas were pre-
sented with a dunce cap, which was worn 
for the rest of  the evening. Minutes of  this 
meeting indicate that this re sulted in much 
excitement, particularly as the recipi ents 
enjoyed their bacon and beans.

Newt’s activity still continues to this day 
and a recent letter provides an insight to 
Newt’s attitude over the past 50 years in 
Farm Bureau! “Our officers will be well 
rewarded from the new friends they make, 
and the new opportunities that will be well 
to develop and on top of  that, it will be fun 
if  you like people.”                                     
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to make it easy for the regulated to speak 
up. The last few times the RB held work-
shops where orders were being adopted, a 
few hundred angry farmers showed up to 
complain. Neither the RB members them-
selves nor staff  want to face that again.

Because they are adopting this regula-
tion no matter what. No matter how many 
people complain, and no matter how 
expensive and ineffective. This regulation 

is being crafted by RB staff  to withstand 
lawsuits, and facilitate data gathering and 
record keeping designed to help the RB 
issue fines (i.e., collect money for the state).

If  this regulation improves water quality, 
it will not be by design. Any water quality 
improvements that happen after the regu-
lations are approved should be credited to 
the work and commitment of  local farmers 
rather than edicts from Sacramento. 

Continued from previous page
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Many programs, events highlight summer plans
BY KORY CAMPBELL, 
SJFB PROGRAM 
DIRECTOR
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Since it has been a busy month, and 
June is lined up to be much more of  
the same, I thought I’d give you a little 

overview of  everything I’ve been working 
on, and what to expect for next month.

In May we had the pleasure of  attend-
ing Duarte Friends Day, where we had a 
booth and were able to mingle with many 
Farm Bureau members (and some non-
members) from around the state. It’s always 
a great event and one of  the fun parts of  
this job, getting to meet more people and 
talk about what Farm Bureau is doing for 
our members.

We also had our annual meeting where 
we said good-bye to President Fry and 
welcomed Jack Hamm to the helm. It 
was great seeing such a great turnout, and 
once again it was great to meet some more 
members and talk about everything we are 
up to around here.

I’ve been spending a lot of  time plan-
ning ahead for June, which is shaping up 
to be a very busy month. Our annual Ag 
in the Classroom program will be back 

June 3-6! With over 20 teachers signed up, 
I’m expecting another successful event. 
We have a wide range of  grade levels and 
school districts represented, which I always 
like to see. With over 20 stops scheduled, 
it’s going to be a fast-paced, extremely 
educational week! In addition, we have the 
San Joaquin Fair back in June. On June 10, 
I will be holding an educational event for 
the animal exhibitors to teach them about 
ag in our county. In years past we’ve had 
nearly 100 kids attend, so I’m hoping for 
another fun event. Also, we are designing 
a booth to educate the public on com-
modities grown in our county. Look for 
our booth in Building 1 during the fair. We 
will also once again be back on Saturday for 
the auction, providing lunch for the buyers.

After all these events, we will then begin 
a series of  classes for Human Resources in 
Agriculture. Starting June 18, there will be 
a series of  10 classes over the next year. 
You are able to attend any individual class, 
or sign up for the whole series to become 
HR Certified. Please see the advertisement 
on page 15 in this month’s issue for more 
details. Then, finally to wrap up June, our 
Young Farmers & Ranchers will be holding 
their annual dinner/dance fundraiser on 
June 28. They decided to move this event 
from the fall, so make sure you attend this 
summer! The event will be at Mettler Fam-

ily Winery, with The Ben Kolber Project 
as entertainment. We mailed a postcard 
advertising this event; I hope you received 
it and will be able to attend. It’s sure to be 

been ignored ever since the pumps started 
moving water south.

So the DPC weighs in and says they 
want a wide range of  alternatives consid-
ered (not just the current BDCP twin 40’ 
tunnels) and expresses their concern with 
the BDCP. As I consider their action, it is 
not without risk as I expect we will find out 
soon if  the governor is a vindictive person. 
Since he wants this project, what will he 
do with one of  his agencies … make that 
the only state agency that actually has the 
nerve to say NO, the BDCP is not work-
ing and does not help “fix” the Delta. The 
BDCP has been and remains one and only 
one things, a water conveyance contract 
between southern water contractors and 
their accomplices, the state and federal 
agencies. It’s never been about balance or 
doing what’s right for the Delta. It’s been 
doing what’s right for those who are going 
to help fund the governor’s legacy project.

The DPC stood up for our members 
and you should all say thank you. Don’t be 
surprised if  we get some word of  news to 
restructure the commission in the future 
(let’s just see if  the governor is that vindic-
tive). But if  he does, there will be a reaction 
from the San Joaquin Farm Bureau and oth-
ers. Most importantly, it lends the expertise 
of  one state agency to the debate of  what 
is best for the Delta in the future. One that 
has local commission members including 
Larry Ruhstaller (SJ Board of  Supervisors), 
Kathy Miller (Stockton City Council), Mike 
Scriven and Bob Ferguson representing the 
reclamation districts. All of  these mem-
bers serve under Executive Director Mike 
Machado who served us in the legislature 
and served our Delta members by taking 
over this commission. Mike is retiring from 
this position as I type this, but we know he 
will stay engaged in the process.

This commission could have taken the 
easy way out and simply said “we have con-
cerns” with the BDCP process, but no, they 
said they oppose the BDCP. Thank you to 
the DPC for standing up for our future! 

Blodgett
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

a fun way to end the crazy month of  June.
With all that, I wish you all a happy 

June, and I hope those of  you that were in 
harvest this spring had a successful season!
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SJ COUNTY CRIME ALERT
BY DETECTIVE LOUIS VICTORIA

RURAL CRIMES DIVISION

May crime summary



























Copper/wire theft
In the 37000 block of  S Bird Road, un-

known suspects stole 1,500 feet of  copper 
wire. Theft occurred around midnight on 
May 12 and estimated loss including dam-
age is $30,000.

In the area of  Ott Road and Wolfe Road, 
unknown suspects stole copper wire from 
two irrigation pumps with an estimated 
value of  $3,000. Theft occurred during 
nighttime hours on May 18.
Metal theft

In the 7500 Block of  N Alpine Road, 
unknown suspects stole miscellaneous 
scrap metal from a farm. The theft oc-

curred between April 30 and May 2. Value 
of  loss is unknown. 

In the 31000 Block of  S Two Rivers 
Road, suspects stole misc pieces of  metal 
from equipment. Suspect used a cutting 
torch to steal items. Sheriff ’s office has 
possible suspect information and is inves-
tigating case. Loss is estimated at $4,000.
Tool/equipment theft

In the area of  Brennan Avenue and 
Ullrey Avenue, unknown suspect stole an 
orange and black Honda quad and caused 
over $4,000 in damage to property after 
theft. 

In the 21000 Block of  S Hwy 99 E 

Frontage Road, suspects stole batteries, 
steel posts and pressure treated posts valu-
ing over $2,000. Possible suspect informa-
tion is available. Theft occurred during 
nighttime hours from May 3 and 6.

In the 6400 block of  Northland Road, 
unknown suspects stole over 200 feet of  
plastic drip line with sprinklers. Theft oc-
curred between May 15 and 19.

In the area of  Lower Sacramento Road 
and Liberty Road, unknown suspects stole 
a homemade tool carrier for tractor. Loss is 
estimated at $1,000 and occurred sometime 
in last six weeks.

In the 1000 block of  W Durham Ferry 
Road, suspects stole a Honda generator and 
two red gas cans with gas. Suspects are a 
Hispanic male in his late ‘30s and a blonde 
female driving a white, lowered Chevy 
pickup with chrome wheels.

In the 19000 block of  E Kettleman 
Lane, unknown suspects stole 800 end 
posts and 1,000 grape tie downs. Loss 
estimated over $30,000. Theft occurred 
between May 20 and 22.

In the 900 block of  E Mettler Road, un-
known suspect broke into shop and stole a 
yellow Can Am quad along with misc.tools. 
Theft occurred during nighttime on May 9.

In the area of  Beckman and Harney 
Roads, unknown suspects stole a 2010 John 
Deere 3005 tractor. Keys were left in the 
vehicle and loss estimated at $9,000.

In the area of  Jack Tone and Hwy 4, 
unknown suspects stole a 12 volt fuel 
pump, 12 volt battery and 3 brass valves. 
Loss estimated at $800.

In the 500 Block of  N Jack Tone Road, 
unknown suspects stole a 2009 Honda 
generator valued at $1,300.
Fuel theft

In the 13000 block of  E Louise Avenue, 
unknown suspects stole over 500 gallons 
of  red dye diesel over a three day period. 
Loss is valued at $2,000. 

In the area of  Hwy 33 and Hwy 132, 
unknown suspects stole between 200 to 300 

gallons of  red dye diesel from tank. Loss 
is valued at $1,200 and occurred between 
May 10 and 13.
Commodity theft

In the 5800 block of  E Main Street, a 
silver sedan was seen stealing nine bales of  
oat hay with a value of  $90. Theft occurred 
during the day on May 20.

In the 23000 block of  E Gawne Road, 
unknown suspects have stolen 30 bales of  
alfalfa hay. Loss occurred between May 6 
and 8 and is valued at $360.

In the 18000 block of  Front Street, 
unknown suspects stripped 2.5 trees of  
cherries. Loss estimated at $800.
Arrests
• Rustico Lacsina arrested for grand 

theft and possession of  stolen 
property.

• Jesse Castellanos arrested for warrants 
& drug charges during investigation.

• Kera Hilton arrested for burglary.
• Edward Pestana arrested for DUI 

during nighttime operation.
• Hector Gonzalez arrested for Vehicle 

Code charges during nighttime 
operation

• Mark Payne arrested for health and 
safety charges during nighttime opera-
tion.

• Richard Fleming arrested for burglary.
• Luis Jimenez arrested for possession of  

stolen property.
• Edwin Garcillas arrested for possession 

of  stolen property and grand theft.
• Andrew Johnson arrested for grand 

theft, possession for stolen property and 
possession of  burglary tools.

How to contact us
Please report any and all activity that 

makes you suspicious.
If  it’s possible, only fill your fuel tanks 

with the amount of  fuel you need. Have the 
gas trucks come to you more often. 

For non-emergency reports 24 hours 
a day, you can call (209) 468-4400. In the 
event of  emergency call 911.

FROM THE 
AG COMMISSIONER

BY SCOTT HUDSON
SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER

USDA “system” approach for 
Oriental Fruit Fly quarantines

During the week of  May 13-17, a 
group of  USDA’s top scientists 
from Hawaii to North Carolina 

visited Stockton to finish up work they 
began last year on oriental fruit fly (OFF) 
quarantine treatments in cherries. The pur-
pose of  their trip was to observe firsthand 
how cherries were harvested and processed 
and to speak with growers, packers, and 
pest control advisors about cultural and 
spray practices in cherry orchards.

When portions of  Stockton became 
infested with OFF last year, a 4.5 mile area 
around the infestation sites was placed un-
der a plant quarantine. Over 4,200 acres of  
cherries were included in the quarantined 
area. Growers who had cherries in the quar-
antined area were required to weekly treat 

their orchards with either a malathion or 
spinosad bait spray for at least four weeks 
before harvest. Many questioned that, 
instead of  the bait sprays, could the spray 
treatments used for spotted wing drosoph-
ila be counted as pre-harvest quarantine 
treatments for OFF. Unfortunately, there 
was not enough time last year to do the 
research necessary to answer this question.

Additionally, last year the cherry industry 
found itself  with no available post-harvest 
OFF treatment for cherries. USDA and 
University of  California researchers fever-
ishly tried to develop a methyl bromide 
treatment but failed to come up with one 
for OFF that met the strict “kill” stan-
dards for quarantine treatments. Because 
there was no post-harvest treatment, had 

an OFF detection occurred in the cherry 
growing region of  the county, cherry 
orchards near the find site could not be 
harvested resulting in a total loss of  those 
crops. Thankfully, OFF was only found 
in the City of  Stockton and in areas that 
were not near enough to cherry orchards 
to cause crop loss.

Fortunately, the OFF quarantine ended 
in June 2012. However the unanswered 
questions regarding pre-harvest treatments 
and the lack of  a cherry post-harvest treat-
ment remained. To address these issues, 
USDA funded additional research to con-
tinue the work that began last year.

Instead of  using the traditional tools 
of  bait sprays for pre-harvest treatments 
and methyl bromide fumigation for post-
harvest treatments, USDA researchers 
will investigate the possibility of  using a 
“system” approach to allow for the harvest 
and/or packing of  cherries inside an OFF 
quarantine. The systems approach would 
include a combination of  controls, such 
as trapping, pesticide treatments, specific 
harvest procedures and specific packing 
procedures (including fumigation) to en-
sure that the cherries from a quarantined 
area are free from OFF.

Armed with the information gained 

during their recent visit to the county’s 
cherry industry, the USDA researchers 
will begin performing the tests and studies 
that are necessary to develop this “systems 
approach” quarantine treatment.  An im-
portant series of  tests they will perform is 
to determine whether the pesticides used 
to control spotted winged drosophila can 
effectively be used to control OFF. Using 
statistical studies, they will also attempt to 
determine what combination of  trapping, 
spray treatments, harvest procedures, and 
packing procedures will ensure that packed 
cherries from an OFF quarantined area are 
free of  the pest.

I wish to thank those who took time out 
of  their very busy cherry harvesting and 
packing schedules to meet with the USDA 
scientists. Packers visited were Chinchiolo/
Stemilt California, OG Packing Company, 
A&A Dasso Farms and Rivermaid Trad-
ing Company. The growers visited were 
Fred Minnazoli, John Bava and Son and 
Lodi Farming. The pest control advisors 
who participated in the discussions regard-
ing pest control and trapping practices in 
cherries were Michael Devencenzi and Bill 
Thomas. Again, many thanks to all those 
who made USDA’s visit to San Joaquin 
County a success.



 22    SAN JOAQUIN FARM BUREAU NEWS JUNE 2013

BUSINESS MEMBER 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
   18    SAN JOAQUIN FARM BUREAU NEWS JUNE 2013

ACCOUNTANTS
MOSS ADAMS LLP
(209) 955-6100
BOWMAN & COMPANY
(209) 473-1040 
CRAIG V. SANDS ACCOUNTANCY 
CORP
(209) 952-0380
CROCE & CO.
(209) 943-2222
EDWARD DOURGARIAN, JR. C PA
(209) 952-0128
CRANE & OSTROWSKI, AN ACCOUN-
TANCY CORP.
(209) 478-9616

ADA CONSULTANTS
ACCESS & DESIGN SOLUTIONS
(530) 677-0898

ASSOCIATIONS
CALIFORNIA ASPARAGUS 
COMMISSION
(209) 474-7581
LODI DISTRICT GRAPE GROWERS
(209) 339-8246
LODI WOODBRIDGE WINEGRAPE COM-
MISSION
(209) 367-4727
SAN JOAQUIN DELTA QUAIL UPLAND
WILDLIFE FEDERATION
(209) 484-6800
SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY HAY GROWERS
(209) 835-1662

ATTORNEYS
CALONE & HARREL LAW GROUP LLP
(209) 477-0777
MIA S BROWN, ATTORNEY AT LAW
(209) 368-1368
GIBSON & GIBSON ATTORNEYS
(209) 473-2962
HERUM CRABTREE
(209) 472-7700
JOHN HERRICK ATTORNEY AT LAW
(209) 956-0150
NEUMILLER & BEARDSLEE
(209) 948-8200
NOMELLINI, GRILLI & MCDANIEL 
PROFESSIONAL LAW CORP.
(209) 465-5883

AUCTIONS
ESCALON LIVESTOCK MARKET INC.
(209) 838-7011 
HUISMAN AUCTIONS INC.
(209) 745-4390
MULROONEY AUCTION
(209) 366-0600

AUTO PARTS/SERVICE
CLUTCH BRAKE XCHANGE
(209) 466-9049
GRAFFIGNA BROS. AUTO PARTS    
(209) 369-4754
SWIER TIRE/NAPA AUTO PARTS
(209) 599-7512

BRUSH SHREDDING
DAVIS GRINDING BRUSH & STUMPS
(209) 670-5278
PANERO FARMS SHREDDING SERVICE
(209) 604-7594

CHEMICALS
ACAMPO AG SERVICE
(209) 333-1599
MID VALLEY AGRICULTURAL SERVICE
(209) 931-7600 
SAN JOAQUIN SULPHUR CO. 
(209) 368-6676
WILBUR-ELLIS COMPANY
(209) 982-5400

CIVIL ENGINEERING
KJELDSEN, SINNOCK & NEUDECK
(209) 946-0268 ofc  (209) 481-0316 mob

COMMODITY PACKING/ 
MARKETING
A SAMBADO & SONS INC.
(209) 931-2568
DELTA PACKING COMPANY
(209) 334-1023
FARMINGTON FRESH
(209) 983-9700
M&R COMPANY
(209) 369-2725
PACIFIC TRIPPLE E, LTD
(209) 835-5123
PRIMA FRUTTA PACKING
(209) 931-1460
TRAVAILLE AND PHIPPEN
(209) 599-6111

COMMUNICATIONS
FISHER WIRELESS SERVICES 
(800) 446-2290

CONSTRUCTION 
D O FORD
(209) 333-1116
FTG CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
(209) 334-4038

CONSULTING
JOHN C. BRODIE
(209) 472-7127 X 125
MVP SAFETY, LLC
(209) 931-7641
RANDALL B. YERBY ENTERPRISES
(209) 667-5914

CUSTOM HARVESTING
NORMAN MARTIN CUSTOM HAY
(209) 887-2842

FARMS
2 Q FARMING
(209) 823-4886
A&B KOSTER
(209) 836-4690
AM FARMS
(209) 462-1185
COSTA AG 3149
(209) 835-7229
DUECO
(209) 835-1318
E R PRINS DAIRY
(209) 838-7826
FRED PODESTA FARMS
(209) 887-3701
HOFFMAN VINEYARDS
(209) 369-8578
HRM FARMS
(209) 465-8413
IAN KOETSEIR FARMS
(209) 404-1501
IDC FARMS INC.
(209) 894-6408
LAVAGNINO ORCHARDS
(209) 931-6728
LUCADEIRA FARMS
(209) 481-3641
M.G. DUTRA FARMS
(209)471-6050
M WENZEL RANCH & HAY
(209) 478-9143
PETERSON FAMILY VINEYARDS
(209) 368-8102
SUNDANCE KIDS
(209) 333-0543
TRIPLE V FARMS
(209) 993-6110
VAN GRONINGEN & SONS INC.
(209) 982-5248
VAN GRONINGEN ORCHARDS
(209) 599-4944
VAN LAAR FARMS
(209) 599-3613

FARM CONTRACTORS
ABEL MENDOZA INC.
(209) 836-0839
CALIFORNIA FARM LABOR CONTRAC-
TOR ASSOCIATION
(916) 505-0946
PREMIUM EMPLOYMENT SERVICES
(800) 581-5540

FARM HARDWARE 
BG AGRI SALES & SERVICE
(209) 931-7650
DISCOUNT AG PARTS
(209) 239-5802 
J. MILANO CO.
(209) 944-0902
SCHEMPERS HARDWARE
(209) 599-2141
ZYLSTRA AUTO & HARDWARE
(209) 887-3626

FARM MANAGEMENT 
AG WEST INC.
(209) 939-9025
K.G. VINEYARD MANAGEMENT, LLC
(209) 367-8996
MOORE ORCHARD DEVELOPMENT
(209) 763-5554
WILLIAMS CUSTOM VINEYARD 
MANAGEMENT
(209) 471-4039

FARM SUPPLY
PBM SUPPLY & MANUFACTURING
(530) 345-1334
STANISLAUS FARM SUPPLY
(209) 538-7070    (209) 462-1615  
(209) 723-0704

FENCING
CONLIN FENCE
(209) 931-2814

FERTILIZERS & SOIL 
AMENDMENTS
CALAMCO
(209) 982-1000
CROP PRODUCTION SERVICES
(209) 547-2600
RALPH HAYES & SON INC.
(209) 835-4914
SIMPLOT GROWER SOLUTIONS
(209) 369-1921

FINANCIAL 
AMERICAN AGCREDIT
(800) 659-FARM
BANK OF STOCKTON
(209) 929-1290
CENTRAL VALLEY COMMUNITY 
BANK, TRACY
(209) 644-7830
COMMUNITY BANK OF SAN JOAQUIN
(209) 955-8713
COMMUNITY BUSINESS BANK OF 
LODI
(209) 334-7417
FARMERS & MERCHANTS BANK
(209) 334-1101
FIVE STAR BANK
(209) 690-3437
OAK VALLEY COMMUNITY BANK
(209) 848-2265
RABOBANK, N.A.
(209) 371-8519
U B S FINANCIAL SERVICES
(209) 955-2121
WELLS FARGO
(209) 608-0714

FINANCIAL ADVISOR
STEVE SENIOR & ASSOCIATES
(209) 366-2726

FINANCIAL PLANNING
ROB MCLAUGHLIN
(209) 404-7927

FOOD SAFETY
FOOD SAFETY RESOURCES, INC.
(209) 877-3332

FLYING
HALEY FLYING SERVICE INC.
(209) 836-0213
TRINKLE AG FLYING
(209) 835-2838

FUEL DISTRIBUTORS
CAMPORA PROPANE SERVICES
(209) 466-8611
E.F. KLUDT & SONS
(209) 368-0634  
(209) 466-8969
E.R. VINE SONS INC.
(209) 537-0723
FERRELLGAS
(916) 685-4611
GEORGE W LOWRY
(209) 545-0791
SC FUELS
(209) 241-3867
VALLEY PACIFIC PETROLEUM SERVICES
(209) 948-9412
VAN DE POL ENTERPRISES
(209) 944-9115
VAN UNEN MIERSMA PROPANE, INC.
(209) 823-1315

GRAIN/FEED/SEED
A L GILBERT COMPANY
(209) 847-1721
BAGLIETTO SEEDS
(209) 466-0433
EHLERS ELEVATORS INC.
(209) 334-5911
ESCALON FEED & SUPPLY
(209) 838-3326
M&M FEED SERVICE
(209) 531-3353
MODESTO MILLING
(209) 523-9167
PHIL O’CONNELL GRAIN CO.
(209) 465-5871
V-V ENTERPRISES
(209) 599-7776

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
HILTON STOCKTON
(209) 957-9090

INSURANCE
AGRO CROP INSURANCE AGENCY
(530) 753-1554
BIG VALLEY INSURANCE
(209) 835-5253   (209) 365-9600
DEBOCK & MUTH INSURANCE AGENCY INC.
(209) 465-5671
TODD GARIBALDI INSURANCE AGENCY
(209) 334-3030
SAM BOONE INSURANCE SERVICE
(209) 952-2948    (916) 776-1751
SANGUINETTI & COMPANY INSURANCE 
BROKERS
(209) 954-1000
S. J. FRERICHS & SON INSURANCE 
AGENCY INC.
(209) 835-1764
ARTHUR SIPMA INSURANCE AGENCY
(209) 838-7609
WEVER INSURANCE
(209) 599-2161
WRIGHT INSURANCE
(209) 334-0870

IRRIGATION
IRRIGATION DESIGN CON INC.
(209) 894-6408
LODI IRRIGATION, INC.
(209) 368-5082
MORRILL INDUSTRIES, INC.
(209) 838-2550
N&S IRRIGATION
(209) 599-3456
PACIFIC SOUTHWEST IRRIGATION
(209) 986-0099
RAIN FOR RENT
(209) 466-5602

LABORATORIES
FRUIT GROWERS LABORATORY, INC.
(800) 440-7821

LAND LEVELING
KROMANN & COMPANY
(209) 581-1775

MACHINE SERVICES 
VIC MYERS, INC. LODI WESTERN 
MACHINE, INC.
(209) 334-5700 

MANUFACTURING
AG INDUSTRIAL MANUFACTURING
(209) 369-1994
TUFF BOY LEASING
(209) 858-4131

MOBILE STRUCTURES
PACIFIC MOBILE STRUCTURES, INC.
(209) 524-9128

MOTORCYCLES/ATV
HARLEY MURRAY INC.
(209) 466-0266
HONDA KAWASAKI OF MODESTO
(209) 529-5424

NURSERY
BURCHELL NURSERY
(209) 845-8733
DAVE WILSON NURSERY
(209) 874-1821
DUARTE NURSERY
(209) 531-0351
FREDRIKS NURSERY
(209) 599-2900

ON-FARM SERVICES 
BROWN SAND, INC.
(209) 234-1500
G&F AG SERVICES, INC.
(209) 599-8911
LIONUDAKIS FIREWOOD INC.
(209) 838-8150
KUIL BROTHERS AG SERVICE
(209) 599-4960 
SAN JOAQUIN DAIRY SERVICE
(209) 838-6080

PEST CONTROL
AMERICAN FUMIGATION CORP.
(510) 568-0132

PROCESSING
H. J. HEINZ COMPANY
(209) 948-0296
MUSCO FAMILY OLIVE CO.
(209) 836-4600
PACIFIC COAST PRODUCERS
(209) 367-8800
STANISLAUS FOOD PRODUCTS
(209) 548-3514
TURKHAN FOODS, INC.
(209) 982-9933

PUMPS/PUMP REPAIR 
GOEHRING PUMP & IRRIGATION
(209) 727-5548
MACHADO, INC.
(209) 462-1424
DELTA/STOCKTON PUMP
(209) 466-9625
MOORMAN’S WATER SYSTEMS INC.
(209) 931-3210
PURVIANCE DRILLERS
(209) 887-3554

REAL ESTATE 
ARBURUA REALTY, LAND & HOMES
(209) 464-6700
PETER BOYSEN REALTY
(209) 887-3391
COLDANI REALTORS
(209) 334-0527
EDWARDS, LIEN & TOSSO INC.
(209) 634-9484
HESSELTINE REALTY
(209) 334-3045
JAQUES REAL ESTATE
(209) 835-5206
PETERSEN & COMPANY
(209) 210-8010
REEVE ASSOCIATES REAL ESTATE
(209) 835-2002
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RECYCLING
SIMS METAL
(209) 948-4000

RENTALS
UNITED RENTALS
(209) 948-9500

RETAIL
VALLEY VINEYARD ORCHARD SUPPLY
(209) 368-8595

SHELL GRINDING FACILITY
SHELLPRO
(209) 727-5700

SPREADING SERVICES
GARY BOHNET
(209) 369-6993   (209) 481-1349

STEAM CLEANERS
HOTSY PACIFIC
(800) 640-1227

STEEL BUILDINGS
FABRI STEEL WEST INC.
(800) 411-4215
ROLAND CONSTRUCTION
(209) 462-2687 

TIRES 
COX BROS TIRE SERVICE
(209) 835-0880 
LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTER — CHARTER 
WAY
(209) 465-4574
LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTER — ES-
CALON
(209) 838-3536
LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTER -- RIPON
(209) 599-4632
LODI TIRE SERVICE
(209) 369-1985
SWIER TIRE/NAPA AUTO PARTS
(209) 599-7512

TRACTORS/EQUIPMENT 
ASSOCIATED TRACTOR SERVICE
(209) 466-3003
BIG W SALES
(209) 464-9493 
BOBCAT CENTRAL, INC. &
BIG VALLEY TRACTOR
(209) 466-9631 
BUBCO INC.
(209) 367-3885
GARTON TRACTOR
(209) 948-5401
JM EQUIPMENT CO
(209) 466-0707
KUBOTA TRACTOR CORPORATION
(209) 334-9910
MAGNUM EQUIPMENT CO. INC.,
DBA N & S TRACTOR
(209) 944-5500
MID CAL TRACTOR
(209) 944-5714
RM JONES NORTH RIVER PARTNERS
(209) 333-1116
SAN JOAQUIN EQUIPMENT, LLC
(209) 538-3831
SUNSTATE EQUIPMENT COMPANY
(209) 482-7470
WESTERN SQUARE INDUSTRIES
(209) 944-0921

TRAILER 
MANUFACTURING
HARLEY MURRAY INC.
(209) 466-0266
TRAVIN TOYS INC.
(209) 833-9111

TRANSPLANTERS/PLUG PLANTER
L&L TRANSPLANT CO. INC.
(209) 333-0261
PRO PLANT LLC
(209) 969-7547

TRANSPORTATION
ANTONINI BROS
(209) 466-9041
BERNARD WEVER TRUCKING
(209) 599-6666
BURGESS RANCH
(209) 824-7545
HAMMER TRUCKING
(209) 481-1567
ROCHA TRANSPORTATION
(209) 554-4113   (800) 365-3761
SILVA TRUCKING
(209) 982-1114
THORSEN TRUCKING INC.
(209) 948-2366
VAN LAAR FARM
(209) 599-3613

UTILITIES
LODI GAS STORAGE LLC
(209) 368-9277
PG&E AGRI POWER ENGR
(209) 576-6616

VEHICLES
CHASE CHEVROLET
(209) 475-6714     (209) 475-6740
BIG VALLEY FORD
(209) 926-0400
INTERSTATE TRUCK CENTER
(209) 944-5821
SANBORN CHEVROLET, INC.
(209) 334-5000   (209) 951-7071
STEVES CHEVROLET BUICK
(209) 847-2261

VINEYARD MANAGEMENT
ARBOR VINEYARDS
(209) 339-0525

ADVERTISER INDEX

WATER
OAKDALE IRRIGATION DISTRICT
(209) 847-0341
SOUTH SAN JOAQUIN
IRRIGATION DISTRICT
(209) 249-4600
STOCKTON EAST WATER 
DISTRICT
(209) 948-0333
WOODBRIDGE IRRIGATION DISTRICT
(209) 369-6808

WELL LOCATION
THOMPSON WELL LOCATION
(707) 546-2165

We encourage you to contact your elected officials regarding issues facing 
agriculture in SJ County. Below is information on how to reach them: 

The Honorable Barack Obama 
The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC  20500 
(202) 456-1414 
 
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein, 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
(202) 224-3841, (202) 228-3954 fax 
 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
(202) 224-3553, (415) 956-6701 fax 
 
The Honorable Jerry McNerney 
U.S. House of  Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
(202) 225-1947 
(202) 225-4060 fax 
Stockton office 
2222 Grand Canal Blvd. #7 
Stockton, CA 95207 
(209) 476-8552, (209) 476-8587 fax

The Honorable Jeff  Denham 
U.S. House of  Representatives 
1605 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-4540 
(202) 225-3402 fax 
Modesto office 
3509 Coffee Road, Suite D3
Modesto, CA 95355 
(209) 579-5458, (209) 579-5028 fax

The Honorable Jerry Brown, 
Governor 
1st Floor-State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
(916) 445-2841, (916) 445-4633 fax

The Honorable Cathleen Galgiani 
California State Senate 
State Capitol Room 5094 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
(916) 651-4000 
Stockton office 
31 E Channel Street, Suite 440 
Stockton, CA  95202 
(209) 948-7930 

The Honorable Susan Eggman 
California State Assembly 
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA  94249 
(916) 319-2013, (916) 319-2113 fax 

The Honorable Dr. Richard Pan
California State Assembly 
State Capitol
PO Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA  94249 
(916) 319-2009, (916) 319-2109 fax 
District office 
2251 Florin Rd., Ste. 156
Sacramento, CA 95822
(916) 262-0999, (916) 262-0995 fax

The Honorable Kristin Olsen
California State Assembly 
State Capitol 
PO Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA  94249 
(916) 319-2012, (916) 319-2112 fax 
District office 
3719 Tully Road, Suite C
Modesto, CA 95356
(209) 576-6425, (209) 576-6426 fax 

The Honorable Ken Vogel
Chair, SJ County Board of
Supervisors 

The Honorable Bob Elliott, 
Vice Chair, SJ County Board of  
Supervisors

The Honorable Steve Bestolarides,
SJ County Board of  Supervisors

The Honorable Carlos Villapudua, 
SJ County Board of  Supervisors

The Honorable Larry Ruhstaller, 
SJ County Board of  Supervisors

SJ County Board of  Supervisors
44 N. San Joaquin Street, 
6th Floor, Suite 627 
Stockton, CA 95202 
(209) 468-2350; (209) 468-3694 fax 

The Honorable Steve Moore
San Joaquin County Sheriff
7000 Michael Canlis Blvd.
French Camp, CA 95231
(209) 468-4400

CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

WINERIES
CONSTELLATION WINES US INC.
(209) 369-5861
DELICATO VINEYARDS
(209) 824-3600
KLINKER BRICK WINERY
(209) 333-1845

WINERIES CONT.
MICHAEL DAVID VINEYARDS
(209) 368-7384
OMEGA VINEYARDS & WINERY
(209) 367-1910
ST. AMANT WINERY
(209) 367-0646
ST. JORGE WINERY
(209) 365-0202
WEIBEL WINERY
(209) 365-9463

WINERY CONSTRUCTION
CHATFIELD CONSTRUCTION INC.
(209) 333-1818

Highlighted businesses provide 
discount programs for members of 

the San Joaquin Farm Bureau.

SPONSOR MEMBER
Bronze Membership
$500 support level

Ellis Island Farms, Inc.

A.L. Gilbert Co. • (209) 847-1721 • www.algilbert.com..................................... 3
American Ag Credit • (209) ) 667-5101 • www.agloan.com ........................... 12
Bank of Stockton • (209) 929-1453 • www.bankofstockton.com ................. 24
Boyett Petroleum • (209) 577-6000 • www.boyett.net ..................................... 6
Campora Propane • (209) 466-8611 • www.campora.com ............................ 10
Chase Cheverolet • (209) 609-7772 • www.chasechevrolet.com .................... 7
Community Bank of San Joaquin • (209) 955-8714 • www.cbsjbank.com .... 7
Duarte Nursery • 800GRAFTED • www.duartenursery.com ............................ 13
Ferrellgas • (866) 803-0543 ● www.ferrellgas.com ......................................... 9
Garibaldi Insurance Agency, Inc. • (209) 334-3030
   www.garibaldiins.com ...................................................................................... 16
Healthnet of California, Inc. • (800) 909-3447 • www.healthnet.com.......... 20
Kurios Energy • (209) 606-0191 • www.kuriosenergy.com............................... 5
Lodi Irrigation • (209) 368-5082 • www.lodiirrigation.com ............................ 19
Modesto Junk Co. • (209) 522-1435 • www.modestojunk.com ..................... 12
Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company • (614) 677-7285
   www.nationwide.com. ........................................................................................ 4
Oak Valley Community Bank • (209) 844-7505 • www.ovcb.com ................. 11
Pacific Southwest Irrigation • (209) 460-0450 • www.southwestirr.com ...... 3
PBM Supply & MFG • (530)345-9903 • www.pmbsprayers.com ..................... 6
Petersen & Co. • (209) 210-8010 • www.agland.org ...................................... 10
Peter Boysen Realty, Inc. • (209) 887-3391 • www.boysenrealty.com ......... 21
Quartaroli & Associates, Inc. • (209) 239-6225 • www.quartaroli.com ....... 11
Rain for Rent • (661) 387-6248 • www.rainforrent.com ................................. 20
San Joaquin County Public Works (Oil) • (209) 468-3066
   www.begreensanjoaquin.org ........................................................................... 17
Sanguinetti & Co Insurance Brokers (Mark Twain Insurance Services)
   (209) 475-5191 • www.sanguinettico.com .................................................... 19
Sims Metal Management •  (209) 948-4000 • www.simsmm.com .............. 14
State Fund Working Group • (800) 773-7667 • www.scif.com ...................... 18
Sun Harvest Inc. • (209) 368-3011 • www.orchardservice.com..................... 24
Van De Pol Enterprises, Inc. • (209) 944-9115 • www.vandepol.us .............. 14
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Bank of Stockton
145 Years and  
Going Strong.

Our Customers’ Satisfaction  
is Our Greatest Reward!

Member FDIC

bankofstockton.com

We are proud to continue to serve generations of 
families and businesses with quality products  

and personalized service. When you need  
someone to count on for your bank, look to us.  

Strong, safe and secure since 1867.

Personal Banking  •  Business Banking  •  Wealth Management

DEEP RIPPING

800.791.2212
Robert Maragliano Jr.        209.482.0226

[                                                       ]
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WALNUTS   •   PISTACHIOS   •   ALMONDS   •   STONE FRUIT


